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* thiedes. even my Seer Lows | 
- is 1 doubt, inclined to oenſure 
the myſterious conduQ of her friend, and 
though the may not entirely join the 
orerbeariug tide of calumniatotcs, yet is 
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her opinion on the toner, jutt hovering 
on the verge of uncertainty, and giddy 


with futile conjectures, ready to embrace 


whatever appears like confirmation ; for 
tq believe the work is ſometimes little 


more afflictive than the tortures of ſuſ— 


| penſe. Silence, ſtubborn filence, where 
the heart has been accuftomed freely to 


diſburthen its ſecrets, moſt aſſuredly car- 


ries with. it an appearance of guilt, and 


till the veil of myſtery is withdrawn, 


even, partial- minded friend{bip muſt be 
at a ſtand, and fear to pronounce its 
opinion; but when circumſtances change, 


truth brightens the lowring ſcene, and 


innocence ſhining forth in its native 


ſplendour prependermtes: over calumny ; 
then does the tear of - regret atone fer 


the tamporary ſuſpenſion, and che ſup- 
poſed * WA 
| : Ts 
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"This let mo but prove, and freely will 
1 forgire my enemies; for the eſteem 
of one deſerving friend is more to be 

deſired than che unmeaning profeſſions 
of a herd of ſyeophants, whole heart 
and lips are continually at variance. 
Before I had the happineſs of Lady 
Laura Antrim's acquaintance, 1 knew 
not that nice dittinctien, but felt myſelf 


pleaſe. Friendſhip, or rather its falſe 
ſhadow, poured in on every fide, and 
my perfections were ſo enhanced, that I 
abſolutely began wo think myſelf devoid 
of error ; but L ſoon ſaw the ſame ſcene 
of idolatry practiſed to many whe had 
not the ſmalleſt. pretenfiens to merit, 
further than what their rank extorted, 
and began to perceive, that my owth.cre- 
dulity had deceived me. The diſcovery 
Was of infinite utility, for from that 

B 2 hour 


pleaſed with all whom I appeared to 
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hour the breath of flattery became ob- 
noxious to me, and till I could find a 
friend ſineere enough to deſpiſe i it alſo, 
I determined to form no. particular in- 
timacy with my own ſex, or encourage 
the attentions of the other, | 


- 


| 
4 


It was the beſt reſolution I ever form- 
ed, as it induced me to ſtay more at 
home, and tendering me cautious 
in the ſelectioh of my parties abroad, 
in time reduced the large cirele of my 
acquaintance to a few reſpectable cha- 


rafters, among che foremoſt of which I 


deſervedly rank "my "Laura, But my 
neglect of her, at a period when, my 
conduct ſeemed to require the 'maſt ex- 
| plicit explanation, hab been fuck an ap- 


parent deviation from the rules of ſin- 
cerity, chat friendſhip blended with 
a ed and that amiable diſpoſition 


— 1 which 


3 
a 
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which prompts even the forgiveneſs of 
an injury, is the only. baſis on which” | 
form my hopes of retaining her eſtcem, 


Bat while engaged in this prefatory 
\ diſcourſe, I forget that her curiolity is 
on the rack to know what corner of the 
habitable world contains her Harriet; 
and, ſtill more, what powerful reaſons 
could prevail on her to become a fugi- 
tive, an alien to her friends and family. 
47700118 

You ſee, my dear, 1 have ſtill the 
vanity to believe you are not —_— 
ed in ſtheſe particulars, though a P 
ances aft ſo much againſt me; if 
the next poft will prepate myſelf to 
clear up thoſe painful doubts, from 
which even all your frieiidlhip for me, 
I am ſenſible," cannot poſſibly -ExEmpr 
you but at this time muſt content my⸗- 

Std B 3 "a. 


— — — — . ͤiIin 
— — * — — 


Uvened by a ſerene ſhower, ne now] 
blooming to my viem, and ſhedding. 


9 rale. I ay happy, my dear from 


r ²˙:U—ʃ NO III non nr 
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ſelf with aſſuring vou, that I am in be- 
iog, and allowing for the fatigue PF have: 
ſuſtained theſe ten days palt, both in 


body and mind, am in better heàlth and 


ſpirits than might be reaſonably ex- 
Red, | under ſuch an Kea } 


of circumſtances. 


& bang taken up my 8 2 a 
creditable. farm- houſe, from whence I. 


date this, and am now fitting in a ſpas 


cious oak bed room; the bow windows* 


ot men are covereti witir jeũamite, the 
paſſion Hower, and honey ſuek les, blend - 
ed in beautitul conſuſion, which, en- 


neh their reviving: ſweets on the 
appy humble inbabitants ofithe, peace - 


the bum belief that the: ind wel 
S 
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ble kind (though not cofifpicuouſly ſo 
from Fortune's glittering gifts) poſſeſſes 
a greater bleſſing in a contented heart, 
than all the wealth of India could be- 
ſtow. Adieu, my amiable friend, ex- 
auſe this treſpaſs on your patience ; the 


_ prolixity of my next ſhall amply atone 
for the ſhortneſs of this; but the why's 
and wherefore's are now too long to en- 
ter on, 4 the man who conveys or 
letters to the next poſt town is waiting 
to add this to- his packet, and can ftay 
no longer nm 
felt, | ' 

< | With woremining ficndlhp, 


6} 1 8 e your's, 
"__ . bo | " Hanmer Pruman. 
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| Mins baue. to Luar Lanna | 
. Non 001 100 
1 u Keen ban 
T AM now far 580 to acquaint my 
Laura of the cogent: reaſons which 
urged me to rhis- myſterious flight; va- 
_ -rious I doubt not are the Tonjeftures it 
has given birth to, and various ones 
will yet ariſe: (unleſs, tired of the ſub- 
je& the public chuſe a new one); for 1 
am determined never to attempt a vindi- 
cation of my own conduct at the ex- 
pence of my ſiſter's happineſs. She 
will lament the loſs of me, but how 
much more would _— diſtreſs be aug 
; 1 mented, 


THE DUPED © VARDIAN, © 
mented, were ſhe acquainted" with the 
motives. ' No: never will I wound her 
tender boſom ; to you alone, my amiable 
friend, will I communicate the ſecfer tale, 
veckuile convinced that my confidence 
will not be miſplaced, and that you will 
kindly endeavor to extract the © barbed 
arrow which rankles my reputation, with- 
out turning the point towards her worthy 

heart. Vou ſtart at the mention of my 
ſiſter; and are ſtil} more bewildered in the 
intricate maze of wild conjecture; but 
idea cannot attam the ſonrce of this hid- 
den myſtery, | will, therefore, no longer 
keep you in ſuſpence, my frierid, though 
Painful is the taſk to elucidate ſelf· merit 
by the depreciation. of 'thoſe? charaQers 
we hive been accuſtomed to reſpect ; 
but proceed to inform you that the cri- 
minal paſſion of my brother<in law has 
conſtrained me to abjure his friendſhip 

3274 B 5 — ' and. 
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and protection, compelled me to become 
an exile from my family, and to ex- 
change the magnificent abode, to which 

I have eder been accuſtomed, for the elay- 
built cottage, I ſee the virtuous indig- 
nation riſing in your expreſſive coun- 
renance/ at a diſcovery fo foreign to any 
thing. you could ſurmiſe; but it is 2 
truth that will admit of no diſguiſe, and, 
greatly as it muſt wound your ſenſibility, 
I cannot conceal it from you, for nothing 
leſs than ſuch a diſcovery could vindi- 
cate the ſtep, which I have . 


33 
I 


+ Lak, 1 


| You n informed, my Sand. | 

that I am, ſome years, younger than my | 
iter, the circumſtance of her having 

been ten years married ſufficiently prove | 
i; but 1 ſhould deem any one an ablurcd © 2 
-ſaverer, who preſumed to perſuade me 7 
that I am indebted to nature for any 


7 
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one ad vantage over her either in mind or 
perſon. On the contrary, I think ſhe 
grows every day more attractive : and the 
amiability of her diſpoſition, was even her 
beauty on the wane, would hardly pet - 
mit us ta notice the dethne;; - in a word, 
ſo lovely does ſhe appear to my partial 
eyes, that, was I deſirous of 'a portraiture 
of human perfection, Caraline ſhould fit 
for it: but you know her; it is, theres 
fore, needlets to enumerate her * 
or virtues. | 


T was about eight years old, when 
Mr: Hoyle firſt paid his addreſſes te: her; 
and, as his fortune was unobjectionable, 
and her heart feemed intereſted in bis 
eonfent, the moſt indulgent of parents 
did not long withhold it, and, blinded - 
by his ſpecious appearance, thought he 
* her to an angel. No wonder 
3 the 


, 
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the eyes of à weak old man were dazzled | 
with the [falſe colourings of virtue, 
when-all-the world are equally deceived; 
for ſo artfully does he conduct himſelf, 
that few even now doubt but he is that 
paragon of excellence, of which he f in | 
„ ee ee yol at | 


_ Lan dase y ſiſter's wacriage, we 
loſt this beſt of fathers (our mother had. +4; 
been” dead many years); and with theſe 0 
favourable prepoſſeſſions, it is natural to 
think he could not in his own idea ap- | 
point mie à more worthy guardian than 
her huſband. I was of the fame opi- g 
nion, and chearfully complied with Ca- 0 
roline s requeſt of making her houſe my 
home; my education was compleated | 
under ber inſpeCtion, and, when of an age y 
to become miſtreſs of my own actions, | 
; * ** indulgence was 


. 66. 1 —"_— 
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allowed me; yet were not her maternal 
cares the leaſt diminiſhed; but to the 
tender monitreſs ſhe united the agreea- 
ble companion, and, while beſtowing the 
attentions: of the moſt affectionate mo- 
ther, forgot not that we were ſiſters,” 


and as ſuch preſumed not on her ſupe- - 


riority of years to exert any difagreeable 
authority over me, but contented her- 
ſelf with merely pointing out to me thoſe 
paths of virtue and diſcretion * ſhe 
15 Fes A GER 4) EN 


* Wan was any Aifference i in our dif- 
75600 it moſt conſpicuouſly diſplayed 
itſelf in the gaiety and native cher - 
fulneſs of my temper, which led me 
into à larger cirele of acquaintance 
than was conſiſtent with her retired 
domeſtie plan; but though ſhe joined not 
in them, ſhe offered no arguments *%o 
we T a diſſuade 


FOOTY 1 qc» 
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diffuade me from the participation of 
thoſe amuſements adapted to my age 
and quality; probably ſhe forefaw- that 
faticty would ſooner effect a change, and 
anticipated the day in which my better 


_ reaſon would conſtrain me to ack vow- 


ledge, that happineſs conſiſt ed not in a 
2 _—_ of N 


fiat: withed : ara 


Batrery of the male ſex, as pretended ! 


friendſhip of my own, ſoon, very ſoon, 
diſguſted me; the ſeene of my amuſements 
became more circumſcribed, and conſe- 
quently more happy: in a word, I had 


juſt began to enjoy rational felicity in 


the fociety of this beſt of ſiſters and my 
deareſt Laura, when an accident diſ- 
covered to me, that I had every thing 
to dread from the criminal WE 


[ 
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I was one day ſuting ſolu ia the muſlo- 
room, Practiſing: a new air, Which this: 
ſuppoſed amiable brother - in · la had heen 
afſiduous in teaching me, when my eyes 
were ſuddenly detached from. the harpſi- 
chord, by à piece of folded paper in the 
form of a letter under one of the ca 
beioles: thinking I might have dropt it 
myſelf, 1 inſtanily aroſe and picked it 
vp; but, inſtead. of any literary bagatelle 
of my own, 1 found it to be a leuer 
ſuperſoribed Edmund Hoyle, Eſq; in fe- 
male charaſters: that cut ioſity, ſo gene- 
rally ſpoke of as the bane. of our ſex 
(fortunate eurioſity for your Harriat), 
for once; operated moſh powerfully in my 
heart, which probably was much aug-- 
mented by my fears for poor Caroline ; 

for what correſpondence could be poſ- 

fibly have with our ſex, If all — 1 


ſhould be? 


1 bed 


— 
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1 held the letter ſome minutes in my 
hand, heſitating what to do; one moment 
determined not to give way to my cu- 
rioſity, leſt it ſhould: be repaid by dif-- 
covering what would make me wretched” 
on her account; the next, overcome by 
the ungovernable impulſe; but, before 
Vattempted its gratification, impoſed on 
myſelf a ſolemn vow, / whatever ir con- = 
tained deſtructive to her happineſs, never 
to wound her heart by making her. a 
participater of the ſeeret ; for, next to 
being” faithfully '- beloved; my reaſon" 
whiſpered' me, it was the greateſt ſatiſ- 
faction for 4 wife to believe ſo, and hi- 
therto nothing had warne 0 per- 
e e ee NOW 21691 

6 8 | K 

Liben yielded to the impulſe; d ing the! 
firſt ſentence which 1 read nearly de- 
more. me of ſenſation, Judge, 1 


a 3 deateſt 
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deareſt Laura, what I muſt have ſuffered 
to find by the under written ſcrawl; that 
not only my fears for Caroline were 


realized, but my own virtue in imminent 
danger; if 1 did not immediately fly from 


rr 
1 
40 ' * ty f $ . + wit 

F * Horrzz FFF 


4 1 HAVE prepard evry 2 for 
the reſepſhon of Ml Pelam as "yew 
1 yew can contrire © | 
mall be redy to aft Ladi Bowntefal 0 
2 marical, and by the help of my cor- 
; an —— 
terd ſpirets that yew-will bar nothiok 
to fere from her reſiſt But re- 
member in reterne for-this complyence 
1 expext you will as you promeſed me 
VIE! gro 


, FED 


never hate hife that ſaaktity of face 


| De yer on and. yew wauck be able 
Þ give a thouſan or two more to my 
de -die gross, 8s. hanſum. and as im. 


, 
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850 tierd. of her in a mounth, and; then: 
— wine as muteh 2s eter—If I did 
not think I mite depend on this I would! 
om and 'expoes all to yewr wife who- 
4 no- thipks ye an angel. I hope yew 
have get ſum frende to- take her: quite 
off yewr hands wen yew have don with 


her, for ſhe:muſent ſtay in Ingland, or 


to force her into. a monaftry woud be 
tur daſt ſkeem Js. then her farteg woud! 


pudent” as his father, but I fere will 


which + charmingh | impoſes on the 


wild Aud while every ons enimy at 


Fart, make them love ye wether they 
will or nor- ſee yer preti Huriet 
laſt weke in the faton with Mrz. Hoyle 
Sukey was with: me at. the winder wen 
O79 they 
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they went by, and fhe.; (ed. it Na, 7 
thame yew ſhud think of eugroffing to 
fuch- ſwete wimen to yeſelf= She did 
took ſ wetely innqcent to be ſhure, but 
no matter a bargins a bargins yew no—- 
There is to be no Renn in the cale, 
for ar moſt Jew arr noc to Keep her 
abuve's wounth. Let "mb 6% V ob 
too before "yew inrend to dridg "hee | 
That 1 may praftes a little for Thavens © 
deen in mafkerade fince Mother Stevens 
w fuckefsfurit \Paife* me on yew br | 
Janacear | country d damfel from 1 
the bate takes 4s Well as chat tg v we. 
may ſbone fog triumpe and theres 1 
' oe 55 it, for the face that eud im 
poſe on one we does the rut 45 10 
a8 yew cant falt to impoſe on ich a A. 
pretti innocent 'as wut fiſt fiſter—Farewel | 
yew ante to believe I loye yew "when 4 
1 to turn Cateser for vey, büt 


Hase 
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have beſides a ſecrit ſatisfaxion in bringing 
others to the fame le vil as tayſelf—Good 
buy ho mere ft preſent rom yrs © 


"Jann ELwoop,” 


—9 . * Find dad 28 * nr 
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1 had, but juſt time,.tq concea]. this 
exccrable- Epiſtle . (after, the. Peruſal of 
which, I had. indulged wyſelf in a co - 


ename into the room, and, wich the drops 


pious ſhower of tears) before Mrs. , Hoyle... 


% 


Aill, gliſtening in my eyes, began, to 


wack: the keys, that be might. not no- 


Sep, toy diſtreſs ;, but the diſguiſe was 
too flimſ ly, and could not eſcape her ob- | 


ſervation. She, : cafily ſaw 1 had been 


e e wich tender ſolicituge en· 
quired t 


ſuſpeCted | ſome fatal ſecret, had I evade: 

her queſtion, without ſome plauſible Kel 
cuſe for the ſituation i in which ſhe foun 
| | me; 


| e cauſ 8. Aeſerye. was 1o fo⸗ 
reign to my nalute, that ſhe myſt te þ | 


THE DUPED RIAN. 
we; but fortunately one occurred wich- 
out torturing my inyention 3 for m 
painful ſenſations at. ibis harrid, diſco- 
very were otherwiſe. roo, predominany. to 
haye e . exertion gf it. 


A ert s- 4 


"The, O ben of bins ian hy me 


the harplichord. I, wiped off the falling 
e eden. zzilaqhtſt 


nba Hubacg 129% what Nom 267 


My. amiable deceived. ſiſter underſtood 


me. as I meant, ee . * 


a further breach of truth. Ant 3d 200 

| * 181 As A 1 . rl b 
What, von have been. weeping over: 
the, diſtrefſes of par Mandane?: ad- 
mire your ſenſibility; but, my dear 
Hargpot, 2 moderate your, ſym- 
pathy. If we, Fer, iditjou miſery to 
aycrpower r our, Hearts, it blunts our fel - 
a e lie, and font are: 


there 


= 
2 1 | 
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chere in the world without fome ſhare, 
though, thanks te itidulgent Heaven, you 
aud f, my love; have hitherto teln ex- 
empt from them. A tender parent who 
left no reaſdhible - wiſhes: ungratified, 
and a huſband kindly attentive to my 
happineſt, ind who (now it has been 
pleaſed de deprive” us of the former) 
ſupplies to you that tender tie, and dy 
the moſt indulgent conduct conſtrains us 
bork to forget that out felicity ever was 
allayed, are bleſſiugs for which we can⸗ 
not be ſufficiently grateful; but yet, ad- 
ded ſhe, the ways of Heaven are dark 
aud intricate: we may yet have ſafi- 
cient! ſabjefts- whereon to exerciſe out 
fortitude” Do not thetefore exhauſt 
your'ſtock of ſenfibiliry before its titne: 
let ur be happy now, becauſe we have 
nothing to make 'vs-orherwiſe, and truſt 


the: future to: that „ Kitherto 
1 ſo 
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fo partial to us; for my part, I am in 
unuſual ſpirits. This is the birth. day. 
of my Henry, I believe he has forgor it, 
but I am determined; on his-retutn from 
Ren ſagron, do ſurprile him with the cor: 
gratulations and preſence of the friends 
moſt valuable eo him. I have'ſent cards 
alſo to ſeveral of your favorites'; Lady 
Laura, Miſc Laſeetles, the engaging B 
d win, and another or two, whom Þ know 
you would not wiſh- to be abſent on 
this agrecable occafion, and came on 
purpoſe to conſuk you on the impor- 
tant article of dreſs; for I intend: beiug 
more than uſually ſplendid to-day. ' You ' 
have infmite taſte, and « muſt deeide for 
me. I bave been this half hour flucta- 
ating in my opinion, and now nor to 
which do give the preference, my white 
and filver'. or my painted | poletiete; 
Come, awaken-from this luxury of tears, / 


— —̃ —EQ—— — —_———_—_ 


K — 


ed to unburthen my heart of its pon- 
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and - accompany me to my dreſſing - 
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; Had I before been ever ſo determin-/ 


derous ſecret, it would then have been 
impoſſible to have put my deſign in exe 
cution, for to have diſturbed her ſere - 
nity. amid ſuch a dream of imaginary 
happineſs, on which ſhe - expatiated with 
ſuch beartfelt ſatisfaction, would have 
argued a diſpoſition more cruel than the 
is-ſkiping; playfully about him, licking 

the ſhining blade deſtined for its de- 


ſtruclion, raiſes, his ſlaughter-loving arm, 
and plunges it in the throat of the bleat- 


ing victim. My over: charged heart was 
too oppreſſed with grief to anſwer her 
in the ſame lively ſtrain ; but, endea- 
vouring as much as poſſible ro conceal | 


Ss its 
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Its painful ſenſations, I for once invoked 
- the aid of hypocriſy, and followed her 


to her toilet: the buſineſs of which be- 


ing over, ſo confuſed were my ideas, 
that I ſhould have immediately went 
down ſtairs, without conſidering that I 
vas unfit to ſee our gueſts, till my own 
perſon had underwent a ſimilar arrange- 

ment, had not Caroline reminded me that 
it was time to dreſs. 


But never did I find myſelf ſo ill-dif- 
poſed towards the adornment of my per- 
ſon; inſtead of the uſual deſire of ren- 

dering it more attractive, I could not 
refrain from wiſhing it had been na- 
turally far leſs ſo, and could no longer 

find ſatisfaction in contemplating thoſe 

- charms which had. given birth to an un- 
lawful paſſion. The deſire of conqueſt, 

1 ſo peculiar with ſome of our ſex, never 


Vol. I. C operated 
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operated ſo forcibly on my mind as it 
does on many. The admiration of the 
worthy cannot fail of producing a ſource 
of pleaſure in the moſt virtuous heart, 
and, I will own, is not indifferent to me; 
but that of thoſe unmeaning coxcombs, 
who flutter around youth and beauty, 
without any real ſuſceptibility of its 
worth, never inſpired me with the leaſt 
delight: to have found myſelf the ob- 
je& of a diſhonorable attachment would 
have been very mortifying to reflect on, 
though it had been a character of known 
4 libertiniſm, but doubly ſo to diſcover 
_ that the man, in whoſe hands my honor 
was inveſted, the man, who aboye all 
| others my father deemed moſt worthy 
of ſuch a truſt, ſhould have formed the 
q | moſt cruel defigns againft my virtue ; 
| | to. think alſo that he was the huſband 
of my ſiſter, an amiable woman, who, 
deceived 
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deceived by his plauſibility of conduct, 
loved him to exceſs, and, ſo far from ſuſ- 
pecting his infidelity, believed his heart 


invariably attached to her; indeed, my 


Laura, they were reflections almoſt too 
powerful for my reaſon, and more pain- 
fully afflicted me, from the impoſſibility 
of warding the impending danger but 
by flight, or a diſcovery of his hypo- 
criſy, which I knew muſt inevitably de- 
ſtroy her peace, and even to have given 
it the ſlighteſt wound would have more 
ſenſibly affected me than any difficulties 
to which filence might ſabje& me. 


This diſcovery of his villany had 
opened my eyes to many little familiari- 
ties, which, in any other perſon, muſt 
have long before awakened my ſuſpi- 
cions, and alarmed my delicacy ; but, ac» 
cuſtomed as I had been to them from 

C2 an 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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an infant, Was, it Probable the careſſes 
of a brother ſhould be deemed an im- 
' propriety ? N Oz in all the ſecurity of 
h innocence, I flew to meet 
ä him for treating me ſo much 
like a child, have ſceretly | wiſhed never 
to be a woman, if I muſt yield the ſatiſ- 
faction of thoſe endearments which ever 
accompanied his approbation « of my con- 
duct. Little did [ think, while indul- 
ging thoſe little effuſions of tenderneſs, 
that I was fanning an unwarrantable 
flame. Fifteen is not the age for reflec- 
tion: I had always regarded Mr. Hoyle 
in a paternal light, and till this fatal 
F diſcovery of his unworthineſs never ceaſ- 
ed to think of him with filial affection. 
His behaviour to all the ladies, who 
viſited my ſiſter, was ſuch as could hard- 
iy entitle him to the appellation of a 
man 
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man of gallantry, * leſs an unprin- 
cipled libertine ; and, had my heart ſug- 
gelted to me a wiſh of being particu- 
larly diſtinguiſhed by any of his fex, my 
ideas would have reſted on Juſt ſuch ano- 
cher charakter. 4 | 


It is eaſy then to imagine 'how great 
muſt have been my diſappointment to 
find him ſuch as he really is. During 
the time that I was dreſſing, a thouſand 
diſtreſſing thoughts agitated my throb- 
bing heart 3 ; there was ſlill more than 


two years remaining to my being of age, 


434 „ 


and till that time. all that I could com- 
mand, independent of Mr. Hiyle, was 
fifty pounds a year (a little annuity left 


me by my grandmother), which I wa 
conſcious would barely afford me a fub- 


kſtence out o of his family, till I was 
npowered to receive my fortune, or 
1 ” * w & 
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the yearly intereſt of it; for the. will 
of my father had expreſſed, that on 
condition I died unmarried, or had no. 
children by marriage to inherit it, the 
principal after my deceaſe ſhould become 
the property of my brother-in-law, to be 
diſpoſed of as he ſaw fit. All my de- 
pendance for the preſent was, therefore, 
on this. little bequeſt ; and in what man- 
ner I could employ it, ſo. as to procure 
me a ſupport, I was entirely at a loſs; 
one minute I determined to conſult my 
Laura ; the next I diſcouraged the idea, 
from the firm belief that her friendſhip. 
would oppoſe my flight, and with the 
kind intention of inſuring the ſafety of 
her Harriot, probably in the height 
of its enthuſiaſm take ſome unguarded 
ſtep that might contribute to the un- 
happineſs of my ſiſter. Thus torn. by 


contedning thoughts, and fluctuating in 
| 8 
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my reſolves, I huddled on my cloaths 
(refuſing the aid of Sally, who appeared 
. aſtoniſhed. at my caprice), and, endea- 
vouring as much as poſſible to aſſume a 
compoſure that was foreign to my heart, 
made my appearance in the drawing: room. 
juſt as the deceptious object of my pain» 
ful cogitations alighted at the gate. 


The poor deluded Caroline, as uſual, 
after a few hours abſence, flew to meet 
her deceptious huſband' with pleaſure 
and conjugal affection beaming in her 
eyes, and, after congratulating him on 
the return of a day. on which of all others 
ſhe ever found herſelf inclinable to re- 
Joice, accompanied him triumphantly to 
her gueſts, anticipating with delight the 
agreeable ſurprize ſhe had prepared for 
him in their united congratulations: 
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Jo have beheld the ſatisfadion he ap- 
peared to find in her attention, and the 
eaſy unembarraſſed air with which he re- 
tarned the compliments of his friends, 
who would have ſuſpected the black 
tfeachery that lurked within his breaſt, 


* Without all nen, and all guilt within!“ 


F fat ſome minutes in ſilent contemplation 
of thoſe deceptious features which ſo 
artfully impoſe on the world, and, buried 
in my ideas, was the laſt ro pay my 
congratulations, which, when I did, were 
conveyed in ſuch a confuſed EG 
manner, that muſt have rendered the 
fincerity of them very queſtionable, had 
not my ſiſter excuſed my deficiency of 
ſpirits by telling him I had been weep- 
ing over fiftitious miſery till 1 had deaden- 
ed my heart to real joy. 


What 


A 1 AL £a429kt 4H 

«© Fhat has been the e Wh 
has when n ſuch 2 powerful effect upon 
your enſibility, my dear Harriot * faid* 
my traiterous brother, taking my hand, 
with looks expreſſive of the moſt tender 
Tolicitude ; «It; is a pity to deaden * 
of fre of thoſe | brilliant eyes by weeping 
over imaginary diſtreſſes, We mut not 
Indulge you in- the peruſat* of ſuch. af- 
fecting authors, if they fo ſtrongly f im- 
Prefs. Jour mind. I ever find" ſuch a 
Pleasure in beholding you-chearful, that 


Fam fu ure vo will have the e co plaifance 


to | baniſh ll gloomy: reflections for the 


prefent; ; it is the wih ok your filter 
that this ſhould be a day of joy. Lou 


muſt, therefore, brightey up. your, fea- 
_tures, for anchor Wr 15 25 is als | 


THE DUPED CUAR DIAN; 4 
C 


- 


pj —® x 


they are not ame? if the who uled- 
C 5: to 
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to be the enliyener of our parties does not 
afford her. miles in. concert with the 
reſt.!? | 


I” made, ſome light reply, and with- 
drawing my hand in a manner that muſt: 
evince ſome, ſecret diſſatisfaction, though. 

the cauſe might be unſuſpected, turned: 
immediately to. Miſs Laſcelles, and be- 
gan chatting on. indifferent ſubjects. 
Ghagrin was viſible on his countenance ;. 
but conſcious. guilt moſt probably for- 
bade any attempt towards. an explana - 
tion; and he ſoon after retired to changes 
his cloaths, 


All this day. I experienced the moſt? 
diſtreſſing emotion; a novice in diſſimu- 
lation, I. knew not how to conceal the 
agitation of my mind; and the enquiries . 
which. my gravity occaſioned rendered 

. 


- 
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me quite impetuous; I could have waged 
war with 2 ſhadow; and even the 
Friendly anxiety of my deareſt Laura, in 
the ſtate of mind in which I then found 
myſelf, became quite burthenſome. - 


Happy was I when night reſtored me 
to ſolirude and my own reffeCtions ; yet 
could not my heart fail of reproaching 
me with ingratitude, when 1 9 
your parting words. 


2 
- * 


« Harriot, my dear Harriot, all is IN 
right within; you are a miſer of your 
griefs; the confidence of your Laura is 
ſuſpected; and ſhe, who was once the 
faithful repoſitory of your joys, is nom 
deemed unworthy to be a partaker of 
your ſorrows; for ſorrows I am ſure ydu 
have, though you will not, by communi- 
eating them candidly, permit the lenient 
hand of friendſhip to attempt an alle- 


Mation.“ 12 
| C . Ti- 


* Tur Dre οο⁰r n 

- Mis the TecolleQion of thofe remity = 
Sac have heiped to ſpeik peace 
d cy troubled foul; for ſo ſhort a ſpade 
F am convinced cannot have baniſhed 
the generous wiſh 'of ſoothing my un- 


happineſs, when once the veil of * 
is withdrawn. 


Some hopeleſs love F doubt . 

' the furmiſe ; ahd I was determined, from 
motives of conſideration” to my "fiſter,, 
that Jou ſhould remain under that miſs, 
Lake till! had found a place of refuge 
| "from 'whence 1 "could acquaint you of 
| my { bofety, and the ſpares from which v 
had eſcaped. + tg | 


Aſter a ſleepleſs W 3 which. 
u thouſand? plans were formed,” and as 
quickly teJjeRed, I-fixed upon that of 
becoming a boardet᷑ in ſome pleaſant vil- - 
lage at a diſtance from the metropolis, 
as one that would beſt ſuit the preſent 
ſtraightened 
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Kraightened tare of 1 income, and 
render the place f my retreat leſs liable 
to be diſcovered. In. order to proenre 
uch a ſituation without. engaging the 
confidence of any one, E inſtantiy carried 
an advertiſement to be inſerted; in the 
papers, mentioning the counties I ſhou}d: 
prefer, and terms on which I, withed. t 
de received into agy-.creditable, family 
whom ſuch an offer might happen to- 
ſuit; and in the courſe of a few. poſts: 
had a variety of anſwers, but none that 
pleaſed me ſo much as one fron the 
honeſt inhabitants of . Broom Hill. In a: 
ſecond - letter · we. agroed / upon all. pecn · 
[| mary matters, and (happy in having 
found a ſpot which, from the. worthy 
peoples deſcription, appeared to · be quite 
the ſituation, L. ſhould, have liked, had 
my reſearches -for-:one-beery; perſonal), 
immediately ſet about ſome ſeeret pre- 


„ Parations for my departure. 


3* Tus porzp cvarpram. 
The little annuity I-propoſed living 
upon till I came of age had been left 
me for the ſole purpoſe of pocket money, 
and the power of receiving it quarterly 
inveſted in myſelf, ſo that there would be 
no difficulty on thar-head, as I was ſenſi- 
ble 1 might always receive it by any 
hand I thought proper to employ ; and, 
as you know I am a bit of an œconomiſt, 
L was not without ſome little ſupply of 
money for preſent ex pences. 


Is paſſed ſome days in making ſuch ad- 
dition to my wardrobe as would enable 
me to make an appearance more proper 
for the retired ſcene of life on which I: 
was about to enter; for it was ever my 
opinion, that to be: happy we muſt con- 
form in ſome degree to the manners and 
ideas of thoſe we live with, and novehy: 
alone would have been ſufficient to have 

reconciled 
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veconciled me to the thought of figuring- 
en villageois, had not propriety prompted 
ſuch a ſcheme ;. but to retire from, not 
to excite obſervation, was now my plan, 
my dreſs, therefore, could not be too 
ſimple. In one of my morning walks, I. 
took a ready furniſhed lodging for a few- 
days, as if for a lady out of the country, 
and ordered all my new purchaſes to he 
ſent there, to which as ſecretly as I could 
T: conveyed the remainder of my ward-— 
robe, and all thoſe little valuables. I 
meant to take with me. 


Ay I had been accuſtomed to go out- 
frequently by myſelf, no notice was taken 
of my frequent excurſions during theſe.- 
Preparations, and I had compleated every. 
thing to my ſatisfaction without excit« 
| ing the leaſt ſuſpicion of my intentions. . 
But though all was in readineſs, I'fonnd- 
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heart very reluRant to the. fugthi 11. 
execution of my ſcheme : Mas it poſſible 
0 leave a ſiſter ſo tenderly. beloyed, one 
Who had ever, hewed. for me more th 
Parental allecdion (and. whoſe abe 
had eyer:; been interwoven with mine),. 

and not fink. under. the painful thought ! 
Lex, the feliciry of t that amiable ſiſter, wy 13 

aun ſafety, and every virtugus matixe, 
pPprompted me to ſacrifice the fatisfaQtiqn- 

E. epjoyed in her affeckion and ſogießy 
by a precipitate flight 3: for no other” 
mode of ſecurity occurred 1 to my iwagi · 
nation bat ſuch as muſt inevitably de-- 

ſtroy her peace, which next to the, = 
ſeryation of my virtue ps me 

aden. 


The engt of, my,howm Lake po” 
ddubt diſplayed, itſelf on. my. couptenagce 


Ac a f ene days eee 


IT) 


— 
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me obſerved: with: much concern that ni 
cheeks had loſt their bloom, and; attri- 
buting the langour of my looks to too 
intenſe an application to my work or 
reading, begged I would read leſs, and he 
oftener in che air. 


e The advice is very falutary, Har- 
riot,” ſaid Mr. Hoyle (who then hap- 
pened to be by); © an airing two or 


three times 2 week would be of eſſential 


ſervice to your health: I ſhall drive my 
new ponies a few miles out of town to- 
morrow, and will take you with me. 
Mrs. Hoyle 1 know will not traſt herſelf 
with me till IJ have made a few trials of 
them; but you are not fo timid,” 


But indeed, Sir, you muſt excuſe 
me,” ſaid Iz for tlie idea of Lad Beunti- 
ful then came acroß my mind. I grow 

Wh Root | | quite 
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4 
wy a ; coward, and would not for the 
world venture without my ſiſter.“ 


« Then Ill alter my plan, my dear: 
the ſure-footed: bays you can have no 
objection to; and I can try the ponies. 
another day.” 


T was now in a pretty predicament; 
and had no other method of excuſing 
myſelf but by feigning illneſs in the 
morning. But I was determined to ſub- 
ject myſelf to no more difficulties of the 
ſame nature; for as it would be im- 
poſſibte to avoid his ſnares by a repe- 
tition of ſuch evafions; without giv- 
ing ſome alarm to Caroline, prudence 
whiſpered me it would be beſt immedi- 


ately to decamp. 


My principal uneaſineſs was not ſo- 


much for the change of ſcene I ſhould: 
experience, 
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experience, and a ſeparation from my 
. deareſt friends, as the reflections to which 
my flight would fubje& me ; for though 
I hoped it would be but for a time, and 
TThould always have the power of tlear- 
ing up my conduct, yet the temporary 
loſs of their eſteem was a reflection that 
ſat more heavy on my heart than the 
loſs of their ſociety, and all the happi- 
neſs I ſhould leave behind me.. 


Previous to my departure, I wrote 2 
few lines to my ſiſter; informing her, that 
an infurmountable inclination for retire- 
ment, added to another motive equally 
powerful, had induced me to ſeek a re- 
treat far from the buſtle of the gay me» 
tropolis, and there I meant to continue 
for ſome months at leaſt, I begged ſhe 
would take no pains to diſcover me, as 


it would be a fruitleſs ſearch, and, ſnould 
it 


4g T DPFED. GUARDIAN». 

it not, prove ſo, no perſuaſion would 
be powerful enough to alter my deter- 
mination. The time might come when 
I; ſhould be more explicit, but till then 
conjured her to, judge of my condy& 
with. ber wonted candor, affuring her, 
that, however ſtrongly appearances might 
be againſt me, I had ſtill the ſame pre- 
| tenſions to her eſteem as ever, and hoped 
never to render myſelf unworthy of it; 
but this was all the apology I was then 


permitted to make her. 


- This 3 epiſtle I put into one of 
| ar dxęſſipg · boxes, which I knew there 
-was ng probability of her looking into 

ll I was too far on my journey to be | 

overtake ; ang afterwards incloſed the 

vile Ekupad's letter in a ſheet of Papers. 
in which I wrote three lines to MT. 
pie, intimating that no other expla- 


nation 


Taz purzD obAADIIA N. bg 
"nation of my conduct was necehry than | 
what. that contained; and ſlipt it into 


his portfolio, which opportuhely lay open 
286 I paſſed his ſtudy / (meditating | on 
the means of conveying it ſafe into his 
hands), and, when I had done, put tne 
whole into the ſecretary, aud locking it, 
put the key in my pocket, that from a 
 Fruitleſs ſearch it might not at leaſt be 


opened till after my departure; "and this 


© 4 


_ over, I went down to ſupper with as 


| much compoſure as I could poſſibly aſ- 


ſume. 


v4 


p 
+ 4 


p 


Caroline was "unuſually grave met 


unto tears: one Would have imagined 


* 


ſome ſecret forboding of the future ho- 


vered round her mind, for during the 


Whole evening ſcarcely a ſmile illumĩined 


her lovely face; while, c on the contrary, h 
ber faithleſs 14 was all galety and 
ſpirits, 
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ſpirits, probably the undoubted ſucceſs 
of his infernal ſcheme helped to en- 
liven them, for he never appeared more 
animated, or (to thoſe who were not, 
like your . Harriet, acquainted with the 
baſeneſs of his heart) could he have 
poſſibly - more agreeably en» 


N 


The gravity of my ſiſter gave birth 
to numerous little attentions; and the in- 
ſiduous traitor ſo well ſupported the 
character of a tender huſband, that, had 
I not known him to be in maſquerade, 
I ſhould have been tempted to have en- 

vied their conjugal felicity, or have 
breathed a wiſh that ſuch an attentive 
help-mate might one day be my lot ; but, 
conſcious that on his fide it was all a 
farce, I could not help deſpiſing him 


ne more for his hypocriſy, while I 
pitied 
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pitied the amiable:dupe, whole.credulity 
ae ſo well impoſed upon. Dear worthy 
woman, whiſpered my heart, if the numer- 
ous virtues and engaging qualities you 
poſſeſs cannot ſecure the heart of your 
faithleſs rover, may you ever continue 
to be thus deceived ! nor the fatal ſecret 
of his ingratitude and infidelity-ever reach 
your ears | Moved by ſuch ideas, the de- 
preſſion of my heart communicated irſelf 

to my eyes, and a firuggling tear fell 
upon my hand. 


It was not unobſerved by Hoyle and 
he was not ſo much a hypocrite as to 
hide the emotions it occaſioned. 


« In the name of goodneſs, Harriot, 
what is the matter? This melancholy of 
your ſiſter's is infeftious ; my deareſt 
girl, are you not well?“ And he caught 

my 


48 - "THE DUPED: GUARDIAN, 

my hand ſtill wet with the falling tears, 
and {had he dared) looked as if he-wiſh- 
ed to dry it with his lips. | 


I 'withdrew it peeviſhly, and com- 
"plained of a pain in my head. 


ee“ Ah! is it not rather here?“ ſaid he, 


Trafſing his hand to my heart. N 


2 & Pho! no, it is no where; ſeeing my 
fiſter affected, from her ideas of my being 
either unhappy or unwell, I'll try to 
diſſipate it by a tune on the harpſichord : 
Will 98 W me, Carolint ® 


3, 


« My ſpirits are not quite in allegro, 
' replied ſhe ; © but, however, I'll do my 


beſt; it is not right to encourage theſe 
vapouriſh fits; to be unhappy without 

5 2 is fufficient to draw upon 
5 | 4 us 


| 
| 
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us ſome real cauſe of woe; yet though 
conſcious it is wrong, I cannot conquer 


the depreſſion which hangs about me. | 


Heaven ſend it May not be portentous 
of ſome impending * 15 Fork t 10 


« Dear ſuperſtitious girl, aid my diſ. 


ſembling brother, and taking a hand of 
each, he placed us by the inſtrument. 
Come, now for ſome lively tune, to 
drive away the cloud which CE 
your ow” * 


Whether: a natural repugnanceto ob] ige 


him, or brown melancholy ftill moſt 
powerful, preyented a compliance at that 
time, I hardly knew ; but my fingers could 
produce none but the moſt plaintive 
ſounds, and involuntarily led me into 
your favorite air, which I hs inſtioAively 


tranſpoſed, my heart that inſtant dictat- 


Vol. I. 3 ing 
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ing what was more adapted to my feel- 
Ah! how ſhall I in language weak, 
My ardent friendſhip tell; 
Or from my faltering tongue to ſpeak ; 
The cruel word — farewell! 


Farewel, but know, though thus we part, 
My thoughts can never ſtray, 


My heart, alas! will with you be, 


Though I am far away. 


I immediately aroſe, unable to reſtrain 


the guſhing tears; and tenderly ſqueezing 
my beloved Caroline's hand, haſtily wiſh- 
ed them a good night, ſaying, that ſleep 
I believed would be the beſt remedy for 


my head, and retired immediately to 


my room, where I indulged myſelf in a 
copious ſhower of tears; and there endea- 
youring to compoſe me, began to undreſs, 
that, if my ſiſter looked in as ſhe paſſed 
to her own apartment, no ſigns of my 


3 8 uncaſineſs 
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uneaſineſs might be viſible, for I was 
fenfible, that, ſhould ſhe ſuppoſe me real- 
ly indiſpoſed, ſhe would inſiſt on her 
' maid's fleeping in my room, which 
would haye totally defeated my W 


1 eſcape. 


After paſſing a ſleepleſs night, I aroſe 
quite unrefreſhed, and almoſt too di- 
ſpirited, to purſue my plan; but, as the 
hour of departure approached, I began 
to grow more calm, and, having previ- 
ouſly ſecured . myſelf a place in one of 
the ſtages that travels within ten miles 
of Broom-Hzll, I ſtole out of the houſe | 
before any of the family were ſtirring, 
and, taking a hack from the firſt ſtand 
I came to, ſoon found myſelf at the inn, 
and took my ſeat in the coach among 


the other ne | 
e By 
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By the hour of breakfaſt in B—— 
Square, I ſuppoſe I was near twenty 
miles out of town; but my lingering 
heart had not then began its journey, it 
ſtill hovered about Caroline and my 
Laura, nor could my utmoſt endeavours 
draw it from their abode, though its 
abſence was very obvious to my-fellow- 
travellers, who (to do the good folks 
juſtice) were indefatigable in their at- 
tempts to amuſe me; but, bore down 
by its gloomy ideas, my overcharged 
mind refuſed to profit by their kind- 
nels. wir! | 


As in the journey of life, we dropt one 
by one upon the road, till your Harriot 
was left alone, and in the undiſturbed 
poſſeſſion ot her melancholy thoughts, 
which ſo powerfully prevailed that they 
would probably have been indulged, 

5 "Ny even 
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even to the ſubduction of my "reaſon, - 
had not they been interrupted by the 
arrival of the vehicle at its place of deſti- 
nation, from whence I took chaiſe to 
finiſh the remainder of my journey, and, 
ia order to whirl away my depreſſion, 
ordered the driver to fly on the wings of 
expedition. 
On arriving within a few miles of the 
farm, I found the country ſuch. as they 
had deſcribed it, and on a nearer ap- 
proach my expectations were more than 
anſwered; for never did landſcape ap- 
pear to me more beautifully romantic 
than this neat little building amidſt the 
fertile valleys with which it is ſurrounded, 
Their daily expectation of ſeeing me 
had added diligence to their labours, 
and their endeavours to render it as 
agreeable as poſſible was conſpicuous in 
D 3 the 
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the general neatneſs that prevailed, both 
in the houſe and garden: the former, 
though unornamented with valuable fur- 
niture, ſtands unrivalled for its pleaſing 
ſimplicity and convenience ; and in the 
latter (though it boaſts neither fruits nor 
flowers of undue growth) not a ſingle 
| weed dares to raiſe its humble head. 


Here I may be happy thought I (as 
I walked up a double row of eglantine 
which leads to the cottage), if innocence 
and the integrity of my intentions will 
but prove ſufficient to ſupport me under 
the loſs of the ſociety moſt dear to me; 
and a ſigh to the remembrance of thoſe 


« Happy hours, all hours excelling,” 


which had been paſſed with my Caroline 
and Laura, blended itſelf with the fra- 


grant 


THE DUPED' GUARDIAN. 55 


grant breezes which exhaled from the 
various ſweets around me. 


v The worthy people met me at the 
gate, and were followed. by. a ſweet 
blooming girl about | fourteen, whoſe. 
heart ſeemed to bound with joy as he 
approached me, and when they had wel- 
comed me (to an abode, they laid, it 
ſhould be their ſtudy to render as agree- 
able as their abilities and little know- 
ledge of the world permitted), ſhe ad- 
vanced and threw her arms about me 
with a ſimplicity that charmed me, and 
ſhewed, what I have fince diſcovered, 

that, ever ſince_my reſiding among them/ - 
had been agreed on, ſhe had impatientiy 

anticipated the hour of my arrival. 


N 


At that time I ſuppoſed her to be 
their daughter, but have ſince learnt 
D 4 that 


. 
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that ſhe is not; however, the little I. 
know of my pretty Clara's hiſtory: muſt 
be reſerved for a future letter; for this, 
in its prodigious length, exceeds all rea- 
ſonable bounds, and, was not curioſity in- 
ſome degree an incitement, muſt, I am 
ſure, excced the limits of my Laurd's 
patience. But as pride is ſaid to render 
ſome people inſenſible to pain, ſo has 
the deſire of information ſometimes the 
power of engaging a longer portion of 
attention than at others. I will there- 
fore perſuade myſelf, that during the 
peruſal of this epiſtle ſhe will neither 
fall aſleep, or complain of ennui, and, by 
leaving ſomething yet unſaid, excite a 
wiſh of hearing from me again; but 


muſt hope firſt to have the only ſatiſ- 


faction (a ſatisfaction, I truſt, I need not 


name) that can afford the ſmalleſt com- 
penſation 


uf DUPED GUARDIAN. 57 
penſation for the loſs of what no other 
fociety can atone to the heart of 

| Your unalterable 
HaRRIOr PELEAN. 


P. S. Addreſs for Miſs Chet- 
wyn, Broom- hill, D—ſpire. 


L E. TT E I 


Lady LAURA AnTRIG to Miss 
| / PELHAM. 


Saville Row, 
ARRIOT, my deareſt Harriet, how 
ſhall I expreſs the joy with which 


I beheld your well-known characters 
D 5 I was 
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38 
I was dreſſing for Lady Bernard's rout 
when the poſtman rapped, and flying 
from the hands of my friſeur, inſtinc- 
tively flew to the itairs, (my heart anti- 
cipating with the ſtrongeſt impatience 
ſome intelligence of my amiable fugitive). 
I could hardly wait till Fanchon brought 
up the letter, and then ſnatching it ca- 


 gerly from her hands, I immediately 


perceived it to be yours: in the extra- 
vagance of my joy I kiſſed the ſenſeleſs 
cover an hundred times: had the bearer 
been there, he would, probably, have 
came in for his ſhare of thanks alſo; 
and my gratitude would have afforded 
as extenſive a fiefd for fcandal, as the late 
friendly exertions of a certain beautiful 
duchefs. | 


Regardleſs of Monſieur Papiltiooe 
(who ſtood cooling his irons, and wait- 
| g 2 wg 
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ing impatiently for my ladyſhip to re- 
ſeat myſelf that he might purſue his 
operations), I broke open the ſeal,” and 
found, to my unſpeakable ſatisfaction, 
that you was well, that your friendſhip” 
for your Laura was ſtill undiminiſhed, 
and a promiſe of further explanation in 
your next. The latter part of the ſtory 
did not altogether prove agreeable to - 
my impatience—Mais N';mpoſie—l was 
conftramed to make a virtue of neceiſ- 
ſuy, and curb the impetuous tide of 
curioſity, that almoſt . overflowed the 
boundaries of my reaſon.” . 
Now let me chide you, Harriet, for 
the cruel/ ſuggeſtion of my joining the 
calumnious throng. Think you, that the 
heart fo ſincerely attached, to yon, ſo 
ſtedfaſt in its opinion of your worth, 
could be one moment biaſſcd by the 
D 6 opinion 
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opinion of other people leſs acquainted 
with your virtues? No, my amiable 
friend, myſterious: as your flight appear 


ed, I doubtęd not but you had ſubſtan- F: 


tial reaſons for your conduct, and till I 
knew them was reſolved to ſuſpend 
mine; but I own your want of confi- 

dence pained me moſt ſeyerely. | 


The moment you was miſſing, a card 
was diſpatched to me : I was fitting at 
breakfaſt with my guardian. | 


« Mrs. Hoyle's compliments wait on 
Lady Laura; is under the greateſt diſ- 
treſs for the lofs of her ſiſter; begs to 
know if Miſs Pelham has called upon 
her this morning; but fears, that en- 
quiry to be a fruitleſs one, as ſhe has 
taken all her wardrobe with her. It 
will be needleſs to deſcribe how much 

te 
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the is affected: if her ladyſhip was pre- 
viouſly acquainted with her intentions, 
hope, in pity to the feelings of a ſiſter, 
| ſhe will not withhold an explanation. 

I had hardly power to finiſh it, my 
tea-cup fell from my trembling hand, 
and, burſting into tears, I ſobbed my 
grief e 


Lord Wormeaten, who you know is 
not a man of the moſt tender feelings, 
_ aſked me ſurlily, why I whimpered in- 
ſtead of returning an anſwer ; there was 
time enongh to cry when the man was 
gone. Trips to Seotland were grown ſo 
common now, that they were not worth 
wondering at, or weeping about, that 
he knew of ; but he ſuppoſed JI was of- 
fended becauſe I had not been admitted 
of the party.” 4 td 
| « Suſpend 


+- 
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„ Suſpend your judgement, Sir,” ſaid 
I, “ till there are ſome grounds for the 

ſuggeſtion: my friend bas no inducement. 

to take ſuch an imprudent ſtep ; ſhe has. 

no tyrannic guardian who delights to 
impede her happineſs; beſides, I dare 
affirm, that ſhe will never make a choice 
which renders ſuch a clandeſtine pro- 
ceeding neceſſary; without doubt, ſhe 
has her reaſons for leaving her ſiſter, 
though it is not at preſent her pleaſure 
to make them known.” K 1 


Oh doubtleſs,“ replied, be, with 
a ſarcaſtic prin, which, much as it of- 
fended me, I had not time to notice: 
but, calling for my calaſh, bid the man 
- order a chair, and cauſed myſelf to be 
immediately conveyed to Mr. Hoyle's. 


When I arrived (as you may ſuppoſe), 
I found all the family in confternation, 
| | O 


THE DUPED GUARDIAN, 63 


no one having the leaſt knowledge of 
your flight; and, as to poor Caroline, ſhe 
had almoſt wept herſelf into a ſtate of 
1nſanity, 485 


Her grief ſtill more augmented, on 
learning that I was entirely unacquaint- 
ed with your intentions, as it left no 
hopes of diſcovering the road you had 
taken, for, if your confiderice had been 
withheld from me, ſhe was ſure, ſhe ſaid, 
that no other perſon was acquainted 
with your ſecret. 


Mr. Hoyle raved like one inſane, 
„What was your inducement? Could 
you poſſibly be happier than under their 
protection! But ſome d d fortune- 
hunter, he doubted not, had ſecretly un- 
dermined your prudence ; for, if you had 


\ 
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. 


made a worthy = no ſecreey would 
have been required. 

« Do not judge too raſhly,” inter- 
rupted I; © it is yet prohable ſhe has 
made no choice at all ; was there never 
an elopement but there muſt be a lover 
in the caſe ?” | 


% No; unleſs it was to avoid a hated 
match, which could not in this inſtance 
be the reaſon, as you had ever been per- 
fectly miſtreſs of your own conduct.“ 


« And that conduct, my good friends, 
has, you are conſcious, ever hitherto been 
unimpeachable ; do not, therefore, alarm 
yourſelves with conjectures of the dear 
girl's imprudence, till further proofs oc- 
cur. A few days, I dare fay, will pro- 
duce an explanation, but probably your 

ſuſpence 
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fuſpence may be ſtill ſhorter; it is not 
unlikely that Miſs Pelbam has left ſome: 
apology behind her: have you ſearched 
her room?“ 


“ Yes, every corner of it, and no let- 
ter is to be found.” At that inſtant Mrs» 
Hoyle's maid came into the drawing-room - 
with a folded paper in her hand, which, 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe had ſeen you put the day 
before into one of her lady's drefling- 
boxes, when nobody was ſuppoſed to ſee 
you; and ſhe had taken the liberty to 
bring it down, thinking it might contain 
ſome diſcovery of what they wiſhed: ſor 
much to know. ' 


Your ſiſter eagerly took it from Patty, 
and, after running it haſtily over, burſt 
into tears, and put it into the hands of 
Mr. Hoyle, exclaiming amidſt her ſobs 

that 


66 


that her forebodings of the preceding 
night were then very clearly accounted 
for. ; "6 2 Mo 
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It is impoſſible to deſcribe his agita. 
tion: when he came to the part where 
you tell her that nothing ſhall prevail on 
you to return, it even exceeded poor 


Caroline's. He ſtamped, ſwore, and vowed 


never to give over the purſuit till he 
had diſcovered the place of your retreat; 
for, if regardlefs of your own reputa- 
tion, it was neceſſary your friends ſhould 
exert themſelyes in preſerving it: who 
would believe the ſtupid tale of an at- 
tachment to the country, when you had 
full liberty at all times to go there with- 
out ſuch clandeſtine meaſures! Some 
lover was ſurely at the bottom of this 
ſckeme, and a menial one, or he was 
much miſtaken; but that ſhould be his 
i 9 
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immediate taſk to diſcover. After thus 
venting his paſſion, which I really be- 
lie re proceeded from his friendſhip to 
you, he retired to his ſtudy in order to 
calm his emotions, and ponder on the 
means moſt effectual to your diſcovery 
and,, while he was gone, I employed all 
my eloquence in ſoothing the mind of 
your affliged ſiſter. 


About half an hour afterwards, Mr. 
Hoyle returned to us, but ſeemingly in a 
very different humour to that in which 
he left us. His former rage appeared 
to be diminiſhed, and he no longer 
maintained the reſolution of ' purſuing 
you. A little reflection, he ſaid, had con- 
vinced him it would be beſt to deſiſt 
from ſuch a thought, and, that the world 
might be leſs buſy in inventing tales to 
your diſgrace, it would be proper to give 

out, 
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out, that in a frolic you Hadaccompartied 
a friend abroad, and had'taken a French 
leave merely to have the pleaſure of put- 


ting nN in a dultle. 


Caroline, you Nadtee is aſt eondefbeiigs 


ing meckneſs, ſhe eaſily fell into his plan; 


dut that did not leſſen her grief, or pre- 
vent her from breathing the moſt fer- 
vent wiſh that a tender conſideration for 
her happineſs might prompt you to ſend 
either herſelf, or me, a fuller explanation 
of che motives which urged your flight. 


The ſtrongeſt marks of chagrin were 


_ viſible in every frature of your brother, 


and, even pathetically as Mrs. Hoyle la- 
mented the loſs of you, it would have 
been difficult to have determined which 
was moſt affected. My endeavours to 
calm their uneaſineſs for ſome time ren - 
To | dered 
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dered me inſenſible to my o- but, 
when I reached home, it returned with 
added force, nor could I for ſome days : 
baniſh it by all the arguments my reaſon 
offered; and every time I went into pub- 
lic, it received addition by the imper- 
tinent interrogations with which I was 
momentarily tormented. 


Is it really true, Lady Eaura, that 
your lovely friend Miſs Pelbam has made 
a trip to the continent without previouſly 
making her intentions known to her bro- 
ther and ſiſter? A littlę well meant de- 
ception that, r fear, to cover a foible 
that will bear no cloſe enquiries: well, 
who would have thought ſuch a prudent 
young lad) would have eloped at laſt, 
and with no one RROWS who too!?“ 


6 Nor does any one but thoſe he 


are happy 40 believe any ching deſtruo- 
tive 
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tive of their neighbours fame, believe 
ſo now,” replied I, and walked to an- 
other part of the room. Cannot you 
gueſs, Harriot, who made this ſpeech ? 
no other than Ms Laſcelles, who I am 
perſuaded rejoices ſecretly at an event 
which will give her an -opportunity of 
playing off all her airs and graces on 
the agreeable Edwin, with a greater 
probability of ſucceſs than when her 
ſmall diſplay of charms are eclipſed. by 
the -preſence of the conquering Mijs 
Pelbam. By the way, this ſame Edwin, 
ſince the abſence of a certain lady, fighs 


moſt l. * 


As Lam daily in expectation of hear · 
ing from you again, I ſhall not cloſe this 
letter till poſſeſſed of that happineſs. It 
gives me pleaſure to hear that you are 


not 2 lituated, but the ſatiſ- 
faction 


THE DUPED GUARDIAN 71 


faction will, I own, be much enhanced, to 

' know what induced you to make choice 
of ſuch a retreat; for indeed, Harriot, 
this ſelf ſame curioſity, that is often ſo 
fatal to our ſex, is very buſy about the 
miad of your | 


—ͤ—ũ4 — — ů — 2473444 ————_— 
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In ConTINUATION. 


GOOD heavens! what deceivers are 
theſe men | I ſhall never like the ſex 
again. Is i poſſible, my deareſt Harriet, 
that Hoyle (I will not honor him with 
the epithet of your brother) can be ſuck 
a villain? Dear amiable girl, how much 
do I eſteem you for your tender conſi- 


deration to the happineſs of your filter ! 
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No wonder he raved, the lion will roar 
when deprived of his prey : never will 
I again value myfelf upon my penetra- 
tion, for all that is amiable, all that is 
reſpectable in man, I attributed to this 
deceptious hypocrite. A pretty plan 
indeed! what a wretch that Ekvood! 
to propoſe immuring you in a convent, 
after the perpretation of his villainy ! 
It is a wonder ſhe did not propoſe filen- 
cing your clamours by ſome more ef- 
fectual means. If ſhe goes on in her 
vile career, ſhe will ſoon become-a faith- 
ful imitator of the heroine of Titus An- 

dronicus, and hold it a ruling maxim, 
that dead men tell no tales;” what a 
pity ſuch a wretch ſhould go unpuniſh- 
ed! But though permitted now to pur- 
ſuc her iniquitous courſe, the vengeance 
of offended Providence doubtleſs hangs | 


orer her deyoted head. | 
&” +7 For 
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For heaven's fake, my dear friend, be 
cautious how you drop a word to any 
one reſpecting your real ſituation ; there 
is not a doubt, but the heart which 
could plan ſuch a diabelical ſcheme 
has reſolution enough to purſue it, if 
there is a poſſibility of diſcovering your 
retreat, and, aided by fach an accom» 
plice as Ekvood, his ſucceſs may be more 
certain; for as you are not perfonally 
acquainted with this deſcendant of Bel. 
Schub, it is impoſſible you ſhould be 
guarded againſt any of her manceuvres. 


It grieves me to the heart to think 
of the pittance you propoſe to ſubſiſt on 
till you attain the poſſeſſion of your for- 
tune; that with which your benignant 
heart bleſſed multitudes, whofe wants 
were ſmall, is too little, far too little, to 
Alford thoſe indulgencies, which the 

Vol. I. E man. 
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manner in which you have been brought 
up, and your delicate conſtitution, ren- 
ders indiſpenſable : permit me, deareſt 
Harriat, to be your banker for the pre- 
ſent; I have enough, nay, more than 
ſufficient to my expences, independent 
of my niggardly guardian, and ſhall. 
think your friendſhip more ſincere from 
your compliance with my requeſt ; there. 
can be no obligations between friends, 
becauſe the bonds which attach kindred 
ſouls are cver cemented by mutual acts 
of kindneſs, and render every fatisfac- 
tion imperfe& that is not participated 
without reſerve. 2 


z yeſterday called again. in B— 
£quare, Mrs. Hoyle appeared more com- 
poſed than when I was there laſt ; but 
Harriot {till engroſſes all her thoughts : 


how you ſubſiſt, what ſudden chimera 
could 
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eould induce you to leave them thus 
myſteriouſly, are refletions that will 
never ceaſe to occupy her mind, till 
time ſhall be no more, or till time ſhall, 
have an, the lecret, | 
As to che vile Henry, he appears to 
laugh at her uneaſineſs 3x though, it is 
evident to me, he is not perfectly at caſe 
himſelf, as he muſt have his fears, that 
his treachery. will be diſcovered : he 
pretends to believe that a lover is in the 
cafe, and tells her, laughing, that the 
render paſſion is ſubſtantial - aliment; 
the clay- built cottage, a palace to an in- 
fatuated imagination; that one of theſe 
days you will appear again amongſt 
them with an Adonis, whofe charms 
will ſufficiently apologize for your flight, 
and amply atone for every other defi- 
ciency; for the gifts of fortune ba- 
E 2 lance 
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lance but little in the ſcale of affetion ;" 
and, as to his birth} [ſhould it be mean, 
your [excuſe is formed, Love, like 
death, levels all * 


" 
. - 
- ” & = w 
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er 


Sbe ſhakes her head; "IN your na- 
tive prudence has not ſo far deſerted 
you; wipes away the falling tear, and 
begs, fince the ſubject will not admit of 
any conjectures, with certainty, it way 
be "CO for one leſs ieren 


How does my face rermiltion wick 
the indignation I am conſtrained to ſti- 
fle! well-trained hypocrite ! how art- 
fully does he conceal his conſcious guilt ! 
Should-I miſs him from her fide, I ſhall 
expire with fear, Teſt, in abſence, he 
is plotting further miſchicf ! | 


I il 
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I will now put an end to this long 
epiſtle, which, were I poſſeſſed of the 
ſecret. of our modern atrial navigators, 
1 ſhould have no objection to being the 
bearer of myſelf; and, while you and 
your pretty Clara were amuſing your- 
felves in the pleaſing ſtudy of nature, 
reclined under ſome ſpreading beach 
or zephyr-waving poplar ; I would arreſt 
my glittering car, and, by my gra- | 
dual deſcent in the daiſey-enamelled 
mead, preſent myſelf before you; and 
for a moment ſuſpend your admiration of 
the works of nature, to beſtow due tri- 
ure on thoſe of art and Meſirs. Roberts: 


I * 71 


| | You have the papers, 1. ſuppoſe ; for 
every body reads the news, though an 
hundred miles from town, or, ſnould they 
be. incapable of reading them, tbere is 
always ſome learned man in the pariſh, 

R. 3. WO 
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who can, and takes upon him the cir- 
culation of it with emendation and addi- 
tion. Well, but to the point; you have 
doubtleſs heard then from the parſon, 
eſquire, or  exciſeman, that the above 
inger.ious gentlemen are ſet out on their 
journey hither in a gondola of aeroſta- 
tick conſtruction; ſhould they ſucceed 
io the attempt, I think a journey to the 

Lunar regions by the fame means might 
not be impracticable, and thoſe impe- 
netrable myſteries, futile conjectures of 
which have turned the brains of ſo 
many learned men, at once be unfolded 
to the human eye. Nay, might they 
not extend their journey further, and, by 
peeping into thoſe blifsful abodes we 
are taught to aſpire at, convince the 
"Atheiſt and unbeliever of truths they 
dare to doubt. In ſhort, the utility of 
this invention is too extenſive to be diſ- 
* e cuſſed 
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cuſſed on; but the perfection at which 
it is likely to arrive, muſt ſtrike all 
ſoaring ſouls with Panne. 


Should ſuch a mode of travelling be- 
come general, expect me tranſported to 
Brom Hill, in ſome refreſhing breeze 
but till a few more eſſays have been made, 
] believe it will be beſt to coatent my- 
ſelf on terra * * 
XS wo 

But who is this Cara? She is not the 
daughter of your hoſteſs, it ſeems; who 
is ſhe then? Methinks I am impatient 
to learn ſomething more of her: it is 
natural, you know, to be curious on the 
ſubject of a rival; but let her beware of 
incroaching on the rights of Laura; re- 
member I allow her only that place in 
your friendſhip that is neceſſary to be 
filled by perſonal attentions, and depute 

a E 4 her 
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ker. to the honor of febſtirating me by 
proxy ſo long 2s abſence deprives me of 
he happineſs of proving how ſatisfaQory, 

is ow er to the heart of 


Kats Ara 


LETTTER JV. 


Miss PzLHAM to LEApr Lure 
ANTRIM. 


8 ; Broom Hills. 
OUR undiminiſhed friendſhip in- 


deed, my Laura, I had the vanity 
to hope, nay even the preſumption to- 


expect; and the receipt of your ſiſterly 
epiltle has proved that thoſe hopes and 


_ expeQations. 


. expetations were not founded on an 
- anfubſtantial baſis. Much, my dear, am 
V indebted to you for your friendly pro- 
| poſition ; nor thonld Edecline a compli- 

ance with your well-meant requeſt, but 
from reaſons, which, when given, I hope 
von will allou ſufficiently eee, | 

the propriety of my refuſal. - | 


In a word, L hae more than ſufficient” 
to my-neceſlicies ;;-but- a farther enpla- 
nation will be requiſue, ar-you-wilt think - 
me poaſſeſſed of ſome ſuperbatural- art. 
Know then, my friend, that che cauntry* 
L am in is remarkable for the cheapneſs 
of its proviſions.” I a comfortably - 
boarded and ſupplied with every nedeſ- 
ſary for far els than one half of my 
7 ee income; the remainder empowers - 
me, in ſume degree, to contribute to the 
gebe of others, for I am at no ex- 


E 5. pener 
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7 pence on the part of external appearance, 


-as I plentifuùlly ſtocked my wardrobe 
defore my departure from the metro- 
polis; but among theſe honeſt induſtrious 
ſouls, objects of charity do not often 
- preſent themſelves, as all live content on 
the produce of their labour, unleſs fick- 
neſs diſables chem for work; and to the 
relief of ſuch my abilities are ſtill ade» 

- quate, for, as little purchaſes the neceſ- 
- faries of life, a fmalt frm properly be- 
ſtowed anſwers every good intent, and 
_ enriches them without impeveriſhing my- 
elf. Aſter telling you this, you will I 
hope believe, my Laura, that I do not 
refuſe your kindneſs. from that pride of 
heart which fcorns to be obliged: on the 
contrary, you maſt diſcover, that, inſtead 
of being neceſlitous, I am likely to grow 
rich, and, ſhould'I long make my abode 
in theſe ſcenes of rural quiet, ſhall, in 


all 


[Y 
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all probability, amaſs ſufficient to leave 
an annual remembrance of my reſidence” 


among them, to thoſe who moſt deſerve it 
by their friendſhip while I am here- 


But, to convince you I do not diſdain 
to be obliged, I muſt tell you how to- 
confer upon me the moſt ſenſible obliga-- 
tion: there are many poor creatures (the 
Tiſt of which you will find” incloſed), on- 
whom your generoſity will be nobly oc- 
eupicd'; for to relieve thoſe who cannot 
aſk, is a taſk. ſuited only to ſuck. minds 
as yours. | es 


I ſometimes uſed' to intreat their ſer- 
vices in their different departments, in 
order to afford myſelf an opportunity of 
relieving their diſtreſs, without leaving: | 
them overpowered by. their obligation: 
to employ ſuch, and pay them nobly, is 
E & the- 


a. 


D 
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me moſt delicate relief; for there 1 
many in the world who pine in ſecret,. 
und experience all the viciſſitudes of fate, 
without the power of making non 
their grief, 


Such it was ever my ind to re- 
nere; but at this diſtance the power is. 
no longer mine. I think, 1 have ſome- 
where read of a man, who during life 
was in very ſtraitened_circumſtances, and 
at his. death had nothing to bequeath : 2 
but, when he ſaw his end approaching, 
he ſent for a. lawyer and made his will. 
The ſubſtance af which was, that he left 
His deareſt friend (one who had ever 
been attached to him from his youth) 
the full and undivided poſſeſſion of his 
ynprotefted orphans. = 


In like manner 1 -bequeath you the - 
children of my benevolence, and doubt 
"> Noe 


— 
ft _—_ 
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not but you. wilt act as this friend did. 
Henceforward look upon them as your 
own: a, hint is ſufficient to thoſe who 
know each other. I need not lay down 
any rules to one who knows the juſt 
medium between profuſeneſs and gene- 
roſity; by the latter; you make yourſelf” 
2a ſource of happineſs; by the former, 
ereate wants where yen meant to relie ve 
them; for to indulge any one in thoſe 
enjoyments o which they have neter 
been accuſtomed, totally overturns the 
pur poſe of benevolence, and adds to their 
wants inſtead of diminiſhing them. 


This was ever a mazim-with my dear 
Gfter ;_ that ſiſter to whom I am indebted 
for all the little merit I poſſeſs: dear 
amiable woman ] what-: gratitude do- 
not owe her for that maternal care with 
which the endeavoured to ftamp on my 
| heart- 
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| heart every good impreſſion, and whick 
ſhe ſtill more enforced by her own ex- 
ample! how do I lament a ſeparation 
that inflifts ſuck» ſorrow on ber tender 
heart! and equally ſo the neceſſity I am 
under of concealing what alone could 
exculpate me from the charge of error! 
But IL will not let that idea deſtroy the 
ſerenity of my mind; ſhe who even ſpeaks 
of known failings with lenity, cannot 
ſurely perſuade herſelf that the heart 
ſhe has formed to virtue can have taken 
on it the garb of vice, unleſs ſhe had 
more ſubſtantial proofs than that of hav- 
ing deſerted her protecting roof: alas! 
little does ſhe ſuggeſt, that ſhe harbours. 
in her boſom a.ſerpent ſeeking to deſtroy 
what ſhe has nurtured with ſuch aſſiduous 
care; not a foible has ſhe ever been able 
to deſcry in her deceptious Henry: in 
her eyes may he ever remain che perfect 
| mortal. 
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: mortal he now appears! but much I fear 
the veil will one day drop, and bis 
' hypocriſy become viſible to her, and 
to every one who has hitherto thought. 
"hit gde 1 beg s 2411 
7 | ni amet - 
a 1 duch r muſt be made, I 

mould be much better ſatisfied that it 
ſhould be effected by other means than 
mine; for much as ſuch a deceiver me- 
rits the ſhame of expoſure, not for the 
world would I be - inſtrumental, to his 
diſgrace, as the ſame hand. which ſtabs: - 
his fame muſt -inevitably, wound her 
n 7 ' | 

. mould "A — een in "this: 

agreeable retreat, could I have the ſatiſ- 
faction of knowing that her ferenity was. 
: reſtored, for: a life of retirement is quite 
. agreeable. tomy taſte, I can amuſe my- 
28 | belt 


- 
* * þ , ” 
«#*, , J 


ſelf in the ratibnal enjoyments | of the 
4 country: the whole twelve hours; wich- 
out finding that time hangs heavy on my 
hands, IWaik — ride - for farmer Groueby 
has always a pad at my command) — 
ſometimes, to deverſify the ſcene, I angle 
in a little ſtream which runs through the 
adjeiningꝭ meadow; but the latter is an 
amuſement, in which I but ſparingiy in 
 daige myſelf; for, if ſucceſaful in my 
- baits, it ever gives me pain to ſee the nuu- 
merous lives I have deſtroyed; to gratify 
the pleaſure of ſhewiug myſelf ſlilful in 
the ſport; and my heart, revolting at be 
cruel havock of my hands, prompts me 
frequently to return the fluttering cap 
tives to heir native clementaæ 


When I wiſh coe nne * en- 
tertainment than the ſurrounding ſcenes 
aller, 1 retire into wy favourite arbour, 
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at the hottom. of the garden, and there, 
taking out my Laura's letter, enjoy the 
feaſt of friendſhip, converſe with her in 
idea, and offer up a prayer to heaven, 
that fate may again reſtore me to- the 
ſociety of thoſe moſt dear to me, deyoid. 
of thoſe fears which now conſtrain me to 


_ abjure it. 


The company of my kttle Clara 50 
contributes greatly to enliven this retreat. 
No fear, however, of her rivalling you 
in my friendſhip: ſhe is too young to en- 
gage my confidence ; her ſimplicity would 
undo me; I look upon her as an amiable 
child, and as ſuch. beſtow on her the 
moſt affectionate attentions ; but ſuch an 
attachment affords.not the ſatisfactions of 
a friendſhip ſuch as ours. 


Ichiak I mentioned in my laſt, thatſhe. 


Was no relation of mine hoſt ; and have 
ſince 
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\ fince been informed, by Mrs. Groveby, 
that the is niece to an old phyſician many 
miles diſtant from this place, who 
placed ber with them to acquire (or 
"rather to prevent her acquiring) the ne- 
ceſſary accompliſhmeats of her ſex, which 
he deelares conſiſt principally in good 
houſewifery, and a perfect knowledge 
of obedience ; writing and every kind of 
female embelliſhment are ſtrictly prohi- 
; bited. Nor is there any danger of the 
good woman's exceeding her commiſſion, 
for to read her Bible, and make a ſhirt, is 
. every degree of learning in which ſhe is 
a proficient :. but to ſhew how much ſhe 
regrets this deficiency, and how ſenſible 
ſhe is of ; thoſe advantages ſhe is not 
happy enough to poſſeſs, the firſt even- 
ing after my arrival, the worthy ſoul 
intreated my friendſhip for her pretty 
charge, and lamented her | inability to 
: diſappoint 
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diſappoint the mercenary deſigns of her 
guardian, who, ſhe ſaid, ſhe doubted not, 
was determined to keep her in vo- 
rance, in order to make a property of 
her fortune. * 


** 21 1 2 ien: 
If the amiable appearance of this 
lovely girl had not prejudiced me in 
her fayour, this actount would hare 
been ſufficient to have engaged my 
friendſhip ; how fincerely do 1 ſympa- 
thize with thoſe unfortunates who fall 
into the hands of ſuch unworthy guar- 


dians! they ever had my pĩity even when 


EF &# % - 


being exempt from ſuch a fate; but, ſince 
'becoming of that unhappy number, I ſtill 
more 1 feel for their misfortunes. 


5 Thick, my dear Laura, of an heireſs 
to thirty thouſand pounds being immiired 
| in 
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in an obſcure farm-bouſe, deſtitute of all 
thoſe advantages to which her birth- and 
fortune entitle her, and ignorant even. | 
of the uſe of money. e 
Take her picture juſt as the appeared 
to me the evening of my arrival, or rather 
Picture to. yourſelf a form ſuch as I am 
going to deſcribe, but which muſt. fall 
far ſhort of nature; for it is the pencil, 
not the pen, which could convey to you 
2 juſt idea of the dazzling luſtre of a com- 
Plexion which even might vie with yours, 
and that i Nn e by 
none. ; 


She is about fifteen, tall of her age, 
and her perſon the juſt medium, between 
embonpoint and leanneſs; but, had ſhe 
eaſed growing, wonld, I believe, be 
maſt. inclinable the farmer 3 her ſhape 


is 
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is ſymmetry itſelf, and her fine white arms 
ſeem rounded by the graces': as to her 
face, I am unable to deſcribe it; there 
is in it a mixture of ſimplicity” and ach- 
neſs chat renders her quite attractipe, 
and het fine dark eyes, enlivened by the 
lilies and roſes of her cheeks, ſeem to 
beſpeak a mind in which nature Has 
not been niggardly of its gifts, though, 
the hand of art has been wanting to 
bring them to perfection. Some of her 
auburne hair hangs in natural ringlets on 
her neck, the reſt ſhades a forehead 
white as the poliſhed marble : no bor 
rowed charms aid her native beauties,” 
the art of beighteing them by dreſs is 
a ſcience with which ſhe is at preſent. 
totally unacquainted, and one of which 
I hope the will long remain in ignorance, 
as the cultivation of the mitid is 
moſt deſerving her purſuit; plain white 


WOE frocks 


0 
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frocks (though in growth almoſt a 
woman), and caps made after the man- 
ner of the; peaſants, .edged with in- 
ferior | lace, - and bound round ber | 
bead wich pale azure. ribbon, is all 
ibe ornaments ſhe boaſts; but in this 
unſtudied dreſs. ſhe looks inimitably 
pleaſing : all the reformation. I would 
wiſh to make, in, her external appearance 
is the additjon. of a handkerchief, which 
as yet the has never diſcovered. to be,el(-: 
ſegntial, to defend her ſnowy boſom from 
the ſun and cold, is all the ideas ſne has 
annexed with, covering it ;. and, when 
ſhe finds no incanveniency - from either, 
wanders about the fields and garden 
without the ſlighteſt veil to ſhroud her 
| beauties, from the ruſtic gaze of the ſur- 
rounding boors; ſhe puts me in mind of 
that — to, the i innocence of our firſt 


parents, 
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parents, they were naked, and were 
not aſhamed.“ 


But with all this Gmplicity, ſhe has 2: 
natural deſire of information that will. 
greatly leſſen the difficulty of inſtructing 
her. Mrs. Groveby aſſures me, ſhe has a 
capacity beyond ber years, and often 
makes her aſhamed of herſelf by aſking. 
queſtions ſhe is not qualified to anſwer.- 
% My huſband would have learnt her 10 
write (ſays the good woman to me one 
day, when I was lamenting the ignorance. 
in which ſhe had been reared); but the 
Doctor laid ſuch firift commands on us 
never to let her know the uſe of her 

pen, or teach her any thing but reading, 
plain-work, and her ſampler, that we dare 
not diſobey him, for fear of being turned | 
out of the bargain ; for the farm, Ma- 
dam, is his, and he beſides pays us very 
nobly 
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nobly for keeping Miſs ; ſhe has now! 
been with us nine years, but the laſt 
time he was here, he talked of taking 
her away; ſaying, that as ſhe was now 
grown a great girl, he muſt provide her 
a huſband, or the would perhaps chuſe 
-one for herſelf that would not anſwer 
is expectations. I am quite unhappy 
for the poor thing (continued the), for 
J am ſure when the comes into the world, 
and ſees other young ladies fo much more 
learned than herſelf, ſhe will be quite 


alamed.” | 


dé T hope we ſhall not yet loſe her,” 

_ replied 1; and it ſhall be my taſk to af- 
ford her all the improvement I am able.” 

Mrs. Groveby fincerely expreſſed her 
thanks, and from that hour I received her 
as my pupil; and find ſuch docility and 
quickneſs in her diſpoſition, that I doubt 
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not but ſhe will do me credit} and be- 
tween us, we ſhall be able to--convince 


Doftor Livegold;' that the wiſn of ac 
quiring knowledge is not to be reftrained 


by-prohibition, more than that” of plea» 
ſure by confinements '' | 


I ſhewed her my works and my draw- 
ings (for I have brought implements for 


the latter, and alſo my guitar), and told 


her ſuch were the proper amuſements 
of a young lady of family; that ſhe had 
hitherto been deprived of all the advan- 
tages to which her birth and fortune 
entitled her ; 3. but that, now chance had 
preſented her with an opportunity, the 
had, only to expreſs her wiſhes of im- 
proving it; and my leiſure hours ſhould 
| be employed in introducing her to a 
knowledge of all thoſe accompliſhments 
which I Was in any degree miſtreſs of 


my ſelf. 
Wor: I. F The 
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The ſweet girl appeared overjoyed at 
the propeſal ; ſhe flung her fine white 
arms about my neck; ſaid, ſhe ſhould ever 
lore me as à fiſter, for the kind intereſt 
I took in her improvement; and made it 
her firft requeſt, that I would learn her 
to write. | 


re I would have given the world, Ma- 
dam,“ ſaid the, with the moſt engaging 
naivelt, * to have been able to have 
read Your letter; and had I not been 
unwilling to draw my guardian's diſ- 
pleaſure on Mr. Groveby, would have 
teazed him to death, if he would not 
have inſtructed me; but I would not 
for the Indies be the cauſe of making 
others unhappy to promote my own ſa - 
tisfaction, and therefore contented my- 
| Telf with bearing him read it, and 1 
.afterwards counted every hour till your 
arrival 


17 
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arrival; for, indeed, I have often wiſhed 
for a companion, and though much 
older than myſelf, I thought you would 
Perhaps en to notice me.” 


© The _ of rolls hannr on thaw 
ſubject, my dear Clara, are fully accom» 
ptiſhed ; and may every with your inno- 
cence didates be equally propitious ! for 

my part, I think i fortunate that chance 
has introduced us to each other: your 
ſociety will ealiven the dull ſcene of my 
retirement, and mine to you will (I am 
ſanguine enough to hope) be productive 
of thoſe advantages from which you have 
Hitherto been precluded. Come, if you 
pleaſe, you ſhall now enter on the firſt 
rudiments. of writing; I long to difap- 
Point the cruel deſigns of your guardian; 
and to reſcue you from that. ignorance 
in which he has cauſed you to be nur- 
a rured, 
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tured, tis a taſk I ſhall attempt with the 
tfneſt pleaſure; believe me „my dear 
girl, 1 would not for the world be an en- 
courager of diſobedience: but, in this 
caſe, I look upon diſobedience as a 
merit; befides, there is no occaſion to 
make him acquainted with your acquire- 
ments, ſo he believes you ignorant its 
ſufficient, and theſe honeſt people may 
ſtil! realy bis favour,” ice ig Lu 


24 , 
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She ſeemed delighted: with my atten- 
tions, and has ever ſince attached;herſelf 
eloſely to the purſuit of; her pen; but 
which I can plainly ſee will {00n-be rival- 
led by her pencil, for l never knew a 
more ſuſceptible genius for drawing, or 
one that appeared. f to admit of ſuch a 
rapid cultivation 2c:- {if 1 b 


. 


By fix i in the morning, the is t3þpiog | 


at my door. Y eſterday, , before that time, 
* * 


— 
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while I was indulging myſelf in a more 
peaceful ſlumber than I have enjoyed 
ſince I came hither, I was awakened by 
her ſoft woodbind notes, which ſhe was 
endeavouring to bring to a tune ſhe had 
heard me ſing the preceding evening. 


Preſently ſhe ceaſed, and coming as 
uſual to my chamber, My dear Miſs 
Chetwyn, do pray forgive me for diſturb- 
ing you ſo ſoon, but indeed I could not 
reſt til I had told yon my dream; 1 
thought I could play divinely on your 
guitar," and the tune- 1 thought | had 
been playing run ſo ſtrongly | in my head, 
that I could not help finging it when I b 
awoke; I do think I ſhould ſoon learn, 
if you would condeſcend to take the 
trouble of giving me a few |effons.” 5 


46 l don't doubt it, my love; but we 
muſt not.burthen your memory too much 


2 A 
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at once: by aiming at every thing, you 
will become a proficient in- none : after a 
few weeks have been employed in at- 
taining the more neceſſary accompliſh- 
ment, I ſhall wich pleaſure comply _ 
your requeſt,” 


« You are very good; I hope to good 
neſs my uncle will not ſend for me home 
fo long as you. are here: I uſed to wiſh 
he would take me away before your ar- 
rival, but now E ſhould dread nothing ſo 
much; I could: ſtay here for. ever, if you 
was with me.“ 


Thus does ſhe expreſs her ſatisfac - 
tion at my little aſſiduities to improve 
her; and mine, I aſſure you, are no leſs 
ſincere in being permitted an inſtrument: 
of her happineſs; for I know not any 

amuſe ments 
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amuſements productive of ſuch heart» 
| felt pleaſure as thoſe of 


Teaching ignorance to the; 


After paſſing the greater part of tho 
day in clearing her wild ideas how to 
ſhoot; we remble through the groves, 
watch the declining rays of Phœbus, and 
ſometimes return not to the farm till we 
have ſeen the ſhepherd. pen his fold, and 
all the feathered tide at refs 


You know I was ever partial to moon- 
light ſcenes, and many a time would 
willingly have given up 8 cronded night 
at Ranelagh; for the ſimple ſatisfaction 
of a country ramble; illumined by the 
pale beams of Luxe; but cuſtom for- 
bade ſuch ruſtic ideas from ſhowing them- 

E 4 ſelves: 
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ſelves in my conduct; | faſhion filenced 
inclinations that. muſt at once have pro- 
nounced me a rebel to the town, and ſo 
far overcame my native ſentiments, that 
it was not till I had been ſome days 
here, that I became fully ſenſible of the 
luxury of ſuch enjoyments. "7 


Laſt night we walked further than 
uſual, and, charmed by a chorus of night - 
Ingales ſerenading us from the hedges, 
forgot how many weny 1 we "A to 
meaſure back. 


Alarmed at eur ſtay, and ſuggeſting 
a thouſand diſagreeable cauſes, the good 
man and his wife ſat out to meet us: we 

beheld them at a diſtance, and then re- 
collected how much we had infringed 

upon their hours of reſt ; we apologized 
as truants ſhould, and promiſed regula- 


rity 
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rity” in future; for late hours, however 
employed, is not conſiſtent with pradence 
either in town or country, and the ſalu- 
brity of early ones too evident to be 
diſputed; to go to bed with the lamb, 
and riſe with the lark, is the maxim of 
theſe good people, and the good effect 
of ſuch regularity is viſible on their fea- 
tures; they fully verify the aſſertion of 
Old Robbin in his Almanack, | 


; = Thus early to bed, and early to riſe, 
Fr _ Makes a man healthy, wealthy, and wg 


| Tbeir ed are unimpaired, their 
cireumſtances eaſy, and. their wiſdom is 
conſpicuous in their adherence to ſuch a 
prudent plan. | 


We all walked. home together ; ; and 
after partaking of an apple-tart, and a 
nice bowl of cream, En for the 


F 5 F fancy | 
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I fancy, my little companion is not ſo 
muſically inclined - this- mornings for I. 
have. wrote thus far without any inter- 
ruption, and it is now near eight o'clocks 
Here ſhe comes; what would ſhe not. 
give to know what I have written ?- 


How happy are you, e Ghetwyn, . 
ja being able to expreſs your feelings 
upon paper, and more ſo in a friend to 
read them. I have no friend to whom I; 
can / communicate mine, and even when. 
able to write, I hall have no one with 
whom I can correſpond: how charming 
it muſt be to tell all one's little griefs 
and pleaſures to thoſe. whom we can 
truſt! Do you tell the- lady whom you 

'write to, what a teazing inquiſitive girl 
you have met with here? I am afraid- 
you think. ſo at leaſt, for I know Iam. 


very troubleſome.” 
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That, my love, is mentioned in the 
ſubject of my pleaſures ; I can think no- 
thing troubleſome that is not meant ſo; 
the defire of in formation is laudable, when 
it leads to the purfuit of uſeful know-- 
ledge : your name is, indeed, mentioned 
frequently in this letter, but in terme no 
ways diſuadvantageous. 


% Von do me honor in- making me 
your ſubject at all,“ ſaid ſhe; · and away: 
ſtie tripped, leaving mo to finiſh. - my» 
n 


I'cannot conclude it without” telling 
my deareſt Laura, that the ſight of her 
would be perfectly pleaſing to me,..whe- 
ther tranſported in à cloud, wafted in 
| an evening breeze, or travelling in an 
humble car drawn by humble horſes: 
for my part, direſted of all ambitious 


F. 6 | notions, . 
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S1 ſhould: prefer the latter mode 
of journeying, as deeming it the ſafeſt, 
and that, let me tell you, is no unworthy 
conſideration; for to take care of our- 
ſelves is an eſſential duty; I would, there- 
fore, recommend it to you, my dear, to 
make choice of the latter, whenever the 
inhabitants of Broom Hill are honoured 
with your preſence. Should you at- 
tempt to appear before us in Baloonian 
ſplendour, the fate of Semele might at- 
tend us, and our weak intellects be too 
over powered to give you that reception 
ſuch a hazardous expedition merits: but 
a truce to jeſting; and believe I was 
never more ſerious chan in nnn 


* 


Your unalterable friend, 
HARRIOT PRTHAN. 


L E I. 
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A FT ER a tedious peregoujarion ob 
eight days, attended with half as 
many accidents, to wit, the loſs of a 
horſe, the ſudden: illneſs of Bernard 
(whom I was obliged to leave on the 
road), loſs of time, and, to compleat the 
catalogue of et ceteras, the loſs of my 
heart, behold me at length arrived at 

7 | the 
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the antediluvian ſeat of my worthy-an-- 
ceſtors, and received by the good old 
ſpinſter: Mrs. . Evergreen with all thoſe 
demonſtrations of joy which may na- 
tarally be imagined after an. abſence of 
almoſt five. years. 


The bells rang, the fatted calf yield- 
ed up its life, in ſhort; nothing has been 
wanting to teſtify the general ſatisfac- 
tion; for the ſon of her beloved Emilia, 
thougb in ſome reſpect he has ſhewn 
bimſelf a prodigab one, appears ſtil] dear 
to her doating heart as ever, and the 
Joy ſhe experiences at again beholding 
der ungracious nephew ſeems to have 
obliterated the remembrance all his for- 
mer folliesz for travelling muſt at beſt 
be ſtyled a folly by thoſe that are poſ- 
felled with. the amor patriæ, and are 

| _ fritly: 
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ſlrictly perſuaded that nothing amiable 


Of my ſiſters I may truly ſayy as mx 
good aunt condeſcends to ſay of me, they. 
are mar vellouſſy improved; for, partiality- 

apart, I-never beheld two more lovely 
females (obſerve, I mention the: plural 
number, for ove I have certainly ſeen 
who,. in my eyes, ſtands unrivalled);: 
they were both fine girls · before l went 
abroad, bur are now full: blown beauties; 
and the becoming fimplicity of. their 
dreſs renders their perſons ſtill more at- 
tractive. On my arrival-here, L found: 
with them the amiable widow: of Ne 
Aſbburton, the youngeſt ſiſter of Lars 
Rofemount, whoſe eulogiums you muſt* 
before have heard, therefore it will be 
needleſs to enumerate the faſcinating 
graces both. of her mind and perſon. A 
man. 
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man can be killed but once, or my heart 
would certainly have fallen à ſaeriſice to 
ſuch an aſſemblage of beauty ſhrouded 
in bombazeen, which helped ill more 
to render it conſpicuous ; for Thompſon 
and I are well ae in cnn: tbat | 


* 944 5101 
1, Lovelineſs 1 not the poke aid af, orna- 


vey lk... 
2 But i is when unadorned—adomed the moll. ” N 
A woman laboriouſſy decorated is, in my 
opinion, as diſpleaſing as a ſtudied ſpeech, 
ahd with me both ever fail of their de- 
ligned effect. I would have every thing 
accidental, even my pleaſures; for thoſe 
we long anticipate loſe half their ſatiſ- 
faction: an attempt to pleaſe where na- 
ture only predominates much oftner ſuc. 
ceeds than when the whole paraphernalia 
of art is called in to affiſt the endeavour. 
: have ſeen the moſt agreeable females, 

among 
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among the circle of my acquaintante 
totally diſguſting by their unlimited ſa- 
crifices to faſhion, ſo disfigured by af- 
fectation, that when their dreſs and con- 
verſation (in their own weak ideas) was 
moſt caleulated to inſpire delight, they 
were in mine quite devoid of every elaim 
to admiration, and would have appeared 
to more advantage in the moſt humble 
garb. It is in their hours of retirement, 
that agreeable women ſhew their real ex- 
cellencies ; for as every change of-dreſs 
has its change of ornaments, ſo in ge» 
neral is it accompanied by a change of 
humour; and thoſe moſt unaſſuming and 
amiable in diſhabille, are haughty, con- 
ceited, and unentertaining in full dreſs. 
Had I the power of . influencing the cons 
duct of the ſex, they: ſhould ever. aps 
pear elegantly neat, but never fine; it is 
thoſe only who haxe no interior charms, 
ebaly wha 
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who have occaſion to exhibit their ex» 


ternal ones in ſuch a glaring light, and, 
if ever 1 marry, ſuch I hope wilt be the 
ſentiments of my wife. | 


| Buck I had the ſatisfaction to find are 
thoſe of my ſiſter and their amiable com- 
panions ; for 1 never remember to have 
ſoen a group of lovelier objects, or leſs 
2 to faſhion for their ee 


His nog: Harrlet feldom appear in 
any thing but & pearl- coloured poplin 
polenere, faſtened at the boſom and fides 
with bows of pale pink ribbon ; theit 
fine dark hair flows in natural ringlets 
on their ſnowy necks, and ornamented 
in front with only a wreath of glowing 
flowerets ; the united productions of art, 
ingenuity, and fancy, looks more irre - 
ſiſtibly attractive than. if dreſſed by the 

hands 
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hands of the moſt * * 
W 


The amiable Cecilia is little more mo- 
dern in her appearance; nor does Mrs. 
Ab urton ſhew a greater defire of ſhin- 
ing in borrowed charms: here ſimplicity 
ſeems to be that reigning motto, and 
as to prudery, levity, or affectation, they 
neither of them have the ſlighteſt ſymp- 
toms ; though ſhe has never been mar- 
ried herſelf,, the ſentiments of Arr. 
Evergreen are not ſo contracted as to in- 
duce her to prejudice my ſiſters th 
tincture the character of an old maid: 
ſne has educated them on the moſt li- 
beral plan, and their manners are as po- 
lihed as their perſons lovely; they con - 
verſe without reſerve on any ſubjeRt that 
i adapted to the underſtanding of their 
ſexs, 
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ſex, and neither look upon ours as ra- 
pacious animals formed for their deſtruc- 
tion, or as objects deſigned to engage their 
attentions: ubleſs dignified" by merit; in 
à word, they have been matured as fe- 
males ſhould, in a juſt idea of their o- Z 
worth, and taught the Rn 
of chat they * a0 i tn 
8⁰ much for the ertialiry of 2 bond 
brother ; and now tet me enter on the 
W n heart. "183320. bait 

As 1 Was diving Ge ck ag 
through A-—— (for the loſs of one of 
my horſes had put ſome reſtraint on my 
velocity), a poſt- chaiſe paſſed my car- 
riage, in which was ſuch an angel of a 
girl as never before bleſt my eyes z roſes 
and lilies are but a mean alluſion to the 
matchleſs beauty of her complexion; 


nor 


ot : 
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nor could all the, diamonds, of Golconda 
equal the ſparkling luſtre of her eyes, 
Which were, tempered with ſuch, a {weety 


neſs and ſerenity, as rendered her per- 
fectly irreſiſtible. 


"On the firſt (glance al 411 5 W Was vp 
in arms; 3 4 I would have lacrificed all py 


hopes of happineſs, in this. world, and 
the next, merely to have had the ſatif-. 


faction of feaſting my eyes one moment 
longer on her lovely face; but the en- 
vious wheels tranſported, her from, my - 
fight, and with her vaniſhed my heart, 
and all that remained of my. n 2 


faculties. 1 4-4 


: © + T5 
19 


1 a 


1 7 


80 abſorbed was 11 in the omempla- 
tion of "ber charms, that 1 it was with dif- 
ficulty 1 could keep the command of 
the reins; but fortunately my beaſts 

Were 
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were quite pacific, and 1 found myſelf 
at the inn, where I had propoſed fleep- 
ing, without having awakened from my 


tethargy of thought. 


The firſt object which ſtruck my ſight, 
on alighting from my phaeton, was the 
old gentleman I had ſeen in the carriage 
with my fair conqueror, walking about 
in the yard. 


I immediateiy ordered my ſervatit to 
make ſome indirect enquiries concerning 
Him, and, before he left the inn, had 
_ the fatisfaftion to learn, that he was a 
doctor of phyſic at L——, and the 
young lady his niece ; but whether ſhe 
refided with him, or not, could gain no 


Information, as ſhe had never been ſeen 
with him before. | * 


To 


To' have diſcovered the place of bis 
abode was at that time quite enough; 
on fate, and my own contrivance, I de- 
pended for the reſt; but, determined to 
have another peep at her before ſhe left 
the place, I fixed myſelf at za window 
which was oppoſice the door ſhe muſt 
paſs through wo get into the chaiſe, and 
in a few mines had the pleaſure to ſee 
her come om, for they ſtaid only for 
à change of bor ſes. 


In the carriage I had only been at- 
tracted by a beautiful ſet of features, 
without knowing whether the body an- 
nexed might not be as deformed as the 
face was lovely; but on this feeond view; 
I had the pleafare ro behold it united 
to a form in which nature had been 
equally profuſe ; yet, to my urrer aſt. 
niſhment, the lovely creature appeared 


* 
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perfectly unconſcious of her charms, and 
inſtead of aſpiring to womanhood, as is 
generally the caſe with moſt girls in 
theit teens, was dreſſed ina {muſlin 
frock, her hair flowing in natural ring+ 
lets on her ſnowy neck, and her ſweet 
face ſhaded only by a large ſtraw bon- 
net, lined with blue, which ſhe ſeemed 
to wear more for its canveniency than 
oruament. On ſo flight a view it: is im- 
poſſible to judge of her internal metit; 
but if the moſt amiable countenance in 
the world is not expreſſive of a mind as 
lovely, I will never in future attempt 
the honor of being reckoned a phyſiog- 
nomiſt 3 it, however, is evident (if we 
may form a judgement from appearances), 
that ſhe has been educated in retirement; 
for mot the leaſt trait of a modern _—_ 


is diſcoverable "OO 2 8 TN; 


= 
* All 
«S720 
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All I can with certainty affirm is, that 
I am moſt incontrovertibly in love, and 
though perfectly unacquainted with the 
age, quality, or fortune, of the obj ect, 
ſhould, at this inſtant, be happy to 
unite my hand with hers, for ſomething 
tells me ſhe is the fair-one deſigned by 
heaven to be the arbitreſs of my fate. 


Mrs. Evergreen has been rallying me 
on the ſubject of my gravity, which ſhe 
ſagaciouſly attributes to my being af- 
flicted with 7a Maladie de Cupidon. Vrai 
ma bonne tante, mais vous ignore L' objet. 


It is not, as you imagine, ſame pretty 
Frenchwoman; neither is it (as you pro- 
bably wiſh it to be) the ſweet Cecilia: 
had I two hearts, your favorite might 
command one, but all her charms, re- 
{plendent as they appear, are not ſuf- 

Vor. I, C ficiently 
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ficiently powerful to make me forget, 
even for a ſingle moment, my fair incog- 
nita. Was vanity among the number of 
my foibles, I ſhould be inclined to take 
unto myſelf no ſmall ſhare of conſe- 
quence, from the evident partiality with 
which this amiable girl ſeems to behold 
me; but it is a partiality which fills me 
with pain, inſtead of ſatisfaction, for my 
principles are not ſo libertine as to in- 
duce a wiſh of exciting a tender paſſion, 
where friendſhip is the beſt and only 
return I can make for ſuch diſtinction. 


From Eliza, I learn that an alliance 
with the Roſemount family has ever been 
ardently wiſhed on the part of Mrs. 
Evergreen; and that, from her deſcrip- 
tion alone, Cecilia had received the moſt. 
favourable prepoſſeſſions of your friend, 


long before his arrival. Is it not a ſign 
3 that 
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that lovers are very ſcarce in this part of ; 
the world, that an amiable young lady 


ſhould have ſo long fed her thoughts 


and wiſhes on expectancy alone? Would 


to heaven the portrait had been leſs 
pleaſing, or, when ſeen, had been found 
to flatter! for the conqueror of ſuch a 
heart is worthy a more grateful being 
than him, whoſe whole ſoul is abſorbed 
in the contemplation of another. 


As I am determined to attempt ano- 
ther fight of my fair unknown, it would 
be laying the greateſt reſtraint upon 


my wiſhes, to make a very long viſit. 


bere; befides, as circumſtanced in re- 
gard to the partiality Cecilia honours me 
with, it would be ungenerous to feed 
her hopes. I ſhall therefore continue 


only another week at the Hall, and then 


bend my courſe to the country ſeat of 


G 2 ” 
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Sir Edward Waldron,'which,.if I am not 
miſtaken, is within a few miles of the 
ſpot where Dr. Lovegold dwells. . Should 
I be diſappointed of finding my charmer 
with him, I ſhall at leaſt acquire further 
information concerning her, and on that 
build my future hopes and expectations. 
Before my departure. from this place, I 
Mall anticipate a letter, a lecture I ſhould 
rather have ſaid; for I am fure you will 
inveigh molt heartily againſt the folly 
of falling a martyr to a pretty face; no 
matter, Jam prepared for it; and be- 
fore T write again, hope to lay in a ſtock 
of arguments that will confute all the 
ſagacious ones your worſhip can offer; 
if diſpoſed to enliſt yourſelf alſo among 
the ſighing tribe, I don't know a ſpot 
you could come to with greater proba- 
bility of finding a conqueror than Ever- 
green Hall; for a mind before enſlaved 
cad 
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can alone hope to retain its freedom 


here: a little bit of an hibernianiſm, that 
but all is excuſeable, thoſe in love are 
generally ſubje& to inadvertencies, the 
truth of which may you ſoon learn from 
ſelf· experience (for I hate to be ſingu- 
lar in "= folly), is the hearty wiſh ot 


CauarLss 0 WRT 2 


LETTTER VI. 


S1R Hucn Bianpon to the Honourable 
CHARLES LUTTRELL, 


Pall Mall, 


OU might, indeed, with ſome 
propriety, expect a lecture. What 
a ridiculous piece of buſineſs! for ſhame, 


SS. man, 


— 
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man, diveſt yourſelf of ſuch folly ! After 
travelling through France and [taly and 
Malgre, all les doux yeux, of La Belle 
Signoras, and ſprightly Parifans, to have 
brought home your heart invincible, for 
the ſimple purpoſe of laying it at the 

mercy of a baby in a white frock, is 
ſurely a degree of idiotiſm, that muſt 
greatly call in queſtion Jour reaſonable 
faculties. 


In the name of gallantry, what ſatiſ- 
faction can you propoſe in this adven- 
ture? I know your ſentiments of honour 
are too well eſtabliſhed for you to at- 
tempt the ſeduction of her innocence ; 
and, were you not ſo conſcientious, there 
could be little ſatisfaction in obtaining a 
treaſure, on the value of which the owner 
is too young to ſet a proper eſtima- 


tion, The pleaſure of an intrigue con- 
| i ſiſt 
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ſiſts in the ſpirit with which it is ſap- 
ported, and a conſciouſneſs that the pre- 
ference is mutual; but what certainty: 
can you have of that from a child who 
knows nothing of the world, and who 
muſt of courſe be ſo little acquainted 
with her own diſpoſition, that was ſhe to. 
conſent to become either your wife or 
miſtreſs, her affections would remain un- 
intereſted, and her knowledge of the. 
proper virtues of her ſex be ſo little 
eſtabliſhed, that the firſt pretty fellow 
who offered her des bon-bons would be 
thought quite as agreeable as your- 
ſelf. 4 | 


Baniſh her from your mind, and let 
her grow into conſequence, before you 
attempt to expoſe your folly ; when ſhe 
is old enough to know her own mind, it 
will be ſufficiently early to diſcloſe the 
G 4 ſtate 
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fate of yours; for, according to the de- 

ſcription you have given of her, a doll 
would at preſent be quite as acceptable 
as à lover, be aſſured that ſuch a bait is 
unworthy the hook of a ſkilful angler; 
reſume: your reaſon, and come again 
among us: if che charms of the ſpright- 
ly widow, and amiable Cecilia, are inſuf- 
ficient to drive her from your heart, here: 
are plenty of fine women, and highly ac- 
compliſhed, who cannot fail of effecting 
your cure; conqueſts that are worthy 
of you; not baby-faced puny girls bluſh- 
ing under a {traw. bonnet, but beauties 
of the firſt magnitude, whom it would be 
an honor to ſubdue. Give me a charm- 
ing lively female who can love, yet have 
ſpirit enough to attempt to diſguife her 
feelings, and who knows how to defend 
herſelf from our attacks, though her 
heart" fides with the enemy; to force 
75:7 5 : ſuch 
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ſoch an one to own our power, and ſub- 
due her according to her own maxims, 
is a purſuit worthy an enterprizing ge- 
mus; but its mere milk and water buſi- 
neſs, to offer ſuch a tribute as our heart 
at the ſhrine of a pretty idiot, whoſe - 
ideas are entirely unexpanded ; and, like 
an automaton, has learnt only to ſpeak 
by rule, and ſay No or Yes, as other peo- 
ple direct. I was once near falling into 
ſuch àn error myſelf ; but fortunately, 
while I. was deliberating between pru- 
* dence and inclination, the footman of 
my {ſweet enſlaver happened to caſt a 
favourable eye upon her fortune, and, 
| bring poſſeſſed of true Hibernian im- 
pudence, ventured to ſpeak his wiſhes, 
and was accepted ſur le champ: had not 
my good genius ſtept in to my relief, 
what a ridiculons figure ſhould I have 
cut with ſuch a wife; for there is, no 
| G-5, doubt, ; 
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doubt, the ſame folly as predominated 
then would have operated afterwards to 
Her ruin and my diſgrace ; therefore it 
was much better of the two, that ſhe 
ſhould marry a valet than elope with 
one afterwards. This is but one among 
the many inſtances I have ſeen of young 
ladies brought up in ignorance of the 
world; for that charming ſimplicity, 
on which you expatiate ſo feelingly, 
generally terminates in their ruin: in 
my opinion, thoſe who are intended to 
live in the world cannot be too early 
initiated into its manners and cuſtoms; 
for, by being made acquainted with its 
dangers, they muſt certainly be better 
able to guard againſt them, and by their 
eonduct in it we may beſt diſcover their 
worth: the ear unaccuſtomed to flattery 
and admiration greedily devours it, and 
dy unſuſpecting credulity furniſhes wea- 

5 pong 
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pons againſt itſelf. But I will no longer 

teaze you with obſervations on a ſub- 
je, the truth of which I am ſure your 
better reaſon muſt ſuſliciently point 


out. 


I thank you for your kind wiſhes of 
my ſpeedily becoming a ſighing lover 
like yourſelf; and was I not in a fair 
way of accompliſhing them without taking 
ſo long a journey, ſhould have no objec- 
tion to reſigning my liberty to ſome one 
out of the amiable coterie at Evergreen. 
Hall; but even then which muſt it be? 
a widow I am determined never to mar- 
ry; the ſweet Cecilia is ſighing for you; 
M/s Luttrell, I am told, is ſeriouſly en- 
gaged to Lord Roſemount ; and the gentle 
Eliza not leſs permanently attached to 
Colonel Campden; of courſe only your 
yenerable aunt remains for me (for, 

G 6 you 
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you know, I am too good a Chriſtian to 
think of breaking a commandment) : 
choice, therefore, would be out of -the 
queſtion; but ſooner than reſign my 
freedom to a pretty novice juſt out of 
her go-cart, IL would fix upon the latter, 
as my honour I ſhould think. would be 
in much ſafer hands. 


No we are upon the ſubject of matri- 
mony, or rather the prelude to that ſtate, 
I muſt inform you, that I am but juſt re- 
turned from à congratulatory viſit to 


Sir David Oatbam. 1 ſuppoſe the pa- 


pers have already informed you of his- 
marriage; the very worſt wife that fate 
ever in its wrath dealt a wretched mor- 
tal could not intimidate him from a 
ſecond trial: but, to avoid the inconve- 
niences attendant on the firſt, he has 
choſen a lady as replete with domeſtic 

Virtues. 
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virtues, as was his former with faſhiona- 
ble foibles, and one too who has,” like 
himſelf, experienced all the biners * 
wedded ſtate. | | N 


— fourteen months ago, the indif-- 
poſition of Lady Oatbam (brought upon 
herſelf by a ſeries of diſſipation and ir- 
regular hours) drew them from the gay 
metropolis to the ancient ſeat of Sir 
Edmund Houman, which, from: its con 
tiguity to Briſtol, was named by her phy- 
ſicians as an air woſt likely to be * 
ductive of ſalutary elfects. * „* 


Res ſalutary it —_ for it 1 
cured her lady ſhip of an exiſtence, 
which, like Alexander's, was become 
burthenſome (for want of new worlds to 


range in), and releaſed Sir David from 
the worſt of human 333 
5 The 
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The behaviour of the Baronet on the 
occaſion was worthy a good Chriſtian : 
he neither wearied heaven with his prayers. 
to reanimatethe lifeleſs corpſe, nor wiſhed 

to ſhare with it the funeral honors; 
with due ſolemnity the remains of a wife, 
as frail as beautiful, were conſigned to 
the family ſephulcre, and as a tribute to 
thoſe few virtues ſhe poſſeſſed, 


_<« He dropt ſome nat'ral tears, 
But wiped them ſoon.” 


Lady Suſan Ludlow, ſhining in all the 
pomp of widowhood, was at that time on 
a viſit at Sir Edmund's; and fate, bent on 
making whole thoſe chains it had diſ- 
jointed, inſpired them with a mutual 
friendſhip; fimilarity of ideas concurring 
with a fimilarity of fituation, inſenſibly 
attached them to each other's con- 
verſe ; ſympathy at firſt united them, and 

a more 
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a more tender paſſion ſoon rendered them 
inſeparable. 


Five months rolled on wichout a ſy 
lable eſcaping that might tend to a 
diſcloſure of their mutual wiſhes; but 
a change of mourning on the part of 
her Ladyſhip produced more lively ſen- 
timents on that of her admirer. He ven- 
"tured to aver, that though irreſiſtible 
in bombazeen, grey tabby was infinite- 
ly more becoming; and added a wiſh 
to ſee even that ſubſtituted by lefs 
gloomy colours.. In ſhort, fo powerful 
were his arguments, that at the expira- 
tion of the ſtated period for figuring ex 
Deuil, ſhe conſented to exchange the 
name of Ludlow for that of Oakham, and, 
if appearances may be credited, wilt do 
honor to his choice, 


The 
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The relations of Sir David rejoice 
much in an union, which promiſes fuch 
a fund of permanent felicity ; for his 
late helpmate not only injured his hap- 
pineſs, but alſo his fortune; and in con- 
ſequence of her exceſſes he was much in- 
volved; But the ceconomy and retired 
domeſtic turn of his-preſent lady, added 
to the noble jointure ſhe poſſeſſes, will 
make a ſpeedy arrangement in his af- 
fairs, and ſecure him from future debts 
of honour. - An acquaintance happening 
to meet him ſoon after his marriage, 
told him (after the uſual congratulations). 
that he had been informed Lady Oak- 
bum was one of the moſt 8 5 


Ne n 


99 00 The: hig heſt encomium, Sir.” re- 
plies the Baronet, that the world could 
poſſibly beſtow. on her; for a modern 
$3.3 vile 
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wife is the worſt enl fate can. deal an 
honeſt man.. 


He was: not indebted to theory only 
for this remark ; experience had clearly 
proved it; but, I believe, we may now 
folicitate him on poſſefling one truly 
amiable, from being deſtitute of eyery 
qualification which forms that . 


As the ſean ſay, * no more 
news to write you; no maxriages, no 
deaths, ner elopements, to lengthen out 
my epiſtle. I believe, I mentioned to 
you ſome time ſince, that Miſs Pelham 
had left her brother's houſe, and it is 
generally believed is gone abroad; at 
leaſt, that is the ſtory given out by her 
family; but Pm inclined to think dif- 
ferently of che matter; for poor Mrs. 
Hoyle has never appeared in ſpirits ſince; 

I —_ 
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and why ſhould ſhe affli& herſelf if that 
was all? The world (as on all ſubjects 
that appear myſterious) talks moſt loud- 
ly: ſome attribute her ſudden abſence 
to one cauſe, ſome another; but none 


agreee that there is a lover in the caſe ; 


with what juſtice I cannot pretend to 
affirm ; ſhall therefore leave it to be de- 
termined by Time, that uſual unraveller 


of all myſterious events, 


It is time alſo to leave you to your 


© repoſe; ſhall therefore, for the preſent, 


bid you adieu, and, in hopes of your 
next being filled with a more rational 
ſubjeR, than ſuch a puerile paſſion, 


Subſcribe myſelf, 
2 yours, . 
f 0 Hun Br AN Dor. 


of 10 , LEFT. 


es 
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LETTER VII. 


— 


| Miss PzLEAM to Lapr Lavka 


ANTRIM» | 


Breom Hill 


T AM quite out of ſpirits : my Laura, 
the ſweet girl, whoſe innocent con- 


verſe helped to enliven the hours of my 


retirement, is ſnatched from me; Juſt as 


her young ideas began to expand them- 
ſelves ihto judgement, juſt as I had 
formed the moſt flattering hopes of ſeeing 
her (before uncultivated) mind fraught 
with every good impreſſion, embelliſhed - 
with every neceflary and elegant ac- 
quirement. | 

Though 
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Though ſcarcely three months ſince I 
took upon myſelf the care of her in- 
ſtruction, already would her fertile ge- 
nius animate her to the moſt incredible 
attempts ; nothing appeared arduous, ſo 
emulous was ſhe of improvement ; few 
have a better idea of writing, who have 
long applied themſelves to the attain- 
ment of it; and as to drawing, her ready 
fingers would trace out the ſurrounding, 
landſcapes with à correctneſs not to be 
imagined ; and when ſhe could not by 
all the dint of aſſiduity accompliſh what 
ſhe wiſhed, would ſo pathetically lament 
the ignorance in Which ſhe had been 
brought up, that it would have alleged 

you to hear ber. 


What a pity, that talents ſo improve - 
able ſhould be left to ruſt in obſcurity, 
when a few of thoſe uſcleſs hundreds 

. . © ſhe 
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ſhe poſſeſſes, if properly applied, would 
have rendered her as accomplifhed as 
ſhe now is lovely”! but the man WHO 
could deprive her of thoſe advantages 
of education, ro which ſhe is by birth 
entitled, furely means to deprive her of 
her fortune alſo; and the poor child is 
ſo entirely in his power, that ſhe has no 
TINY of CY her cłaims to ether. . 


* 14 


When ſhe received the ſummons for 
her departure from Broom Hill (for Doctor 
Lwegold wrote to farmer Groveby, pre- 
vious to his fetching he.), the reluctance 
ſhe felt to obey it can only be imagined 
from the effect it produced. 


I was netting n the arbour, living 
over in imagination all thoſe happy 
hours I had patled in the ſoeiety ot my 
Laura, and thanking heaven fer com- 

| penſating, 
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penſating, in ſome degree, for the loſs 


of it, by indulging me with that of my 
amiable little pupil; when ſhe came 
running to me ſuffuſed in tears, and a 
letter open in her hand, from which it 
was plain to ſee ſhe derived her ſource 
of grief. 


« Oh! Miſs Chetwys (the only name 
I am known by here), I am going to 
leave you; this naſty letter has almoſt 


broke my heart; and, what is worſe, I 


am not only going to leave thoſe I love ; 
but I am to live with ſtrangers, for my 
uncle ſays he has provided me a * 


, 


What can haye induced him to do ſo? 
Jam ſure I have always loved him dear- 
ly, and had he but ſent me to ſchool, or 


placed me with ſome lady who would in- 


ſtruck 
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ſtru& me as you do, I ſhould have loved 
him ſtill more: he ſurely has by ſome 
means found out that I am learning to 
write, and, to puniſh me for diſobeying 
his commands, is determined to ſend me 
from him. Well, if he has, and will 
forgive me, and not ſend me among 
ſtrangers, I will promiſe never to touch 
a pen again without he gives me leave.” 


Here a freſh flood of tears prevented 


her from proceeding ; and, begging her 
to be comforted, I took from her the 


letter, and ran over its contents. 


There was nothing conghifies to be 
drawn from it, only that he meant to 
take her away ; for in ſpeaking of hav- 
ing another guardian for her, he adds 
nothing explicit of his meaning, but 
from what Mrs. Groveby had before hint- 

ot 
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ed of a former converſation between 
them, I iminediately ſuggeſted it muſt 
be a huſband he alluded: to; but not a 
word of my ſuſpicions did I mention to 

Cara, for her ideas of that character 
were fo: vague and childiſh, that I. ſhould 
have involved her in a labyrinth of per- 
plexing reflections, and myſelf into one 


af interrogations; I ſhould have been 


puzzled to anſwer, unleſs her mind had 
before been n R for the 
ä 0 ) 
1 old her, I doubted not, but if her 
uncle meant to relinquiſh the protection 
of her, he would place her in the care 
of ſame one equally deſerving of the 
truſt, and whoſe notions" of female em- 
belliſhments might be on a more liberal | 
plan, of courſe” ſhe would be a gainer 
by the exchange ; I begged. her, there- 
= 7 fore, 
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fore, not to grieve (though my tears at 
the ſame time fall in concert with her 
own), and ſaid, if it would be any fatiſ- 
faction to her, I would write often to 
acquaint her of my welfare, and ſhould 
have double pleaſure in the correſpon- 
dence, as it would help to , 
literary talents. 


< Oh! my Ahern; 


would that make me! but you forget 
that my uncle will not let me write; he 


fays its the moſt dangerous thing that | 


can be taught a woman; but why, I 
camot-imagine. I could almoſt be willing 


to have another guardian, if I thoughe | 


he would not deny me the happineſs of 
writing to you. I could then tell you all 
I thought, and alt I wiſhed ; but I can 
tell you that now, for I ap fure I ſhall 
always be wiſhing- either to ſee or * 
from your? | 

Vol. I. H What 


1 

1 

3 
4 
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What amiable ſimplicity ! how lament- 
able that ſuch innocence ſhould be in- 
truſted to the protection of one ſo ill- 
deſerving of the precious charge ; for, 
if Dr. Lovegold meant to a@ by her with 
that integrity due to every orphan, would 
he thus obſcurely bring her up? Surely 
no; influenced by ſome ſiniſter view, he 
flatters himſelf, that, by keeping her in 
ignorance, he ſhall ſecure himſelf from 
detection; but I will hope that ſome 
good angel will further the work I have 
begun; and by ſtill more illumining her 
underſtanding, render his mercury de- 
ſigus abortive. : 


A few days after the receipt of her 
guardian's letter, while the ſweet girl was 
fitting by me, aſſiduouſly aiming to copy 
a little drawing ſhe had found among my 
Peper, I took up Thompſon's Seajans, and 

|  gead 
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tead aloud to re eee 
e e tis | 


The peneil ies inſtantly from her 
agen and every attentive faculty was 
engaged; by turus the tear of ſympathetic 
ſenſibility, and the ſmiles of lively joy, 
adorned her expreſſtve face, and ſpoke 
more forcibly than words the feelings 
of a heart alive to every generous ſenti- 
ment. At length riſing from her ous 
and W en her arms about my neck, 


"66 Oh ! my deareſt Madam,“ faid ſhes 
« how ſhall 1 ever bear to leave you ! the 
poor Lavinia could not love the generous 
Palemon more than I do you: through 
kis kindneſs ſhe became rich; and 
through yours, was I ſo happy as to ſtay 
with you, I think I ſhould become wiſe, 
for to be like you would be my conſtant 
5 7 H 2 ftudy. 
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ſtudy. How I love to hear you read! 
But there is another ſtory, ſoinewhere 
in the ſame book, about a lady that was 
killed” with lightning: I was looking at 
it yeſterday, and was fo affected, I knew 
not what to do; but, had you read it as 
you did this, I ſnould have . _ 
thine OUR 2 ASIA my Rs To 


« . en ſenſibility chat 
me, my love; for the heart: that is un- 
ſuſceptible of pity is not often the abode 
of virtue: the ſtory you allude to, is in- 
deed, affecting, it is ever ſhocking io be 
deprived of thoſe we love; but when 
the death of a friend is attended with 
ſuch melancholy. circumſtances as that of 
Amelia, it renders; the — ſtill more 


* | J 4+ 7 — IT {1 


« — Celadon jy pl [Y "« he 


could ſurely never be happy after that 
event. 
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event. I think I ſhould have wiſhed for 
death alſo had I been him, that I might 
have met her again in heaven: when he 
did (for 1 ſuppoſe it is many years ago), 
I wonder whether they knew each other; 
I am ſure if ſuch a happineſs as that of 
knowing our friends iti another world is 
permited us, though my guardian takes 
me from you now, I will xejoin you then, 
and never part from you any more. 


« Your affection gives me inexpreſ- 
ſible ſatisfaction, my dear; and 1 ſincere- 
ly hope we ſhall .in this world meet again, 
though ſeparatod for the preſent z but as 

to the hereafter, its myſteries are infi- 

nitely beyond the weakneſs of our com- 
Pprehenſion. 1 hope when you leave this 
place, you will meet with ſome one as 
much intereſted in your happineſs and 


1:50 THB DUPED GUARD IAN 
will ©; reaſon to regret the loſs of 


my fociety ; but be not 100. ſanguine in 
your ideas of friendſhip'; many: profeſs 
it, who in reality are unſuſceptible of its 
_ feelings; and too often, do inexperienced 
hearts become a' prey to ſuch. impoſi- 
tions: a little more acquaintance - with 
the world will, IJ hope, ſerve to point out 
to you the difference; in the mean time 
be upon your guard, for an ill-founded 
attachment, either to our own ſex or the 
other, is often the baſis of eternal miſery. 
H you do attach yourſelfs-ro-any one; let 
her be your ſuperior in age and expe+ 
rience, that ſhe may be able to correct 
the errors of your youth.“ 


«O dear!“ (interrupted ſhe); & but if 
Pſhould meet with another young lady as 
amiable as you, even though ſhe ſhould 
not happen to be older than myſelf, how 

can. 
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can I help loving her? can we do as we 
pleaſe in that reſpect? I don't believe I 
could help being fond of you, if I was 
to try ever ſo. How am I to judge who 
is worthy of being beloved, but by the 
affection they ſhew me, and the good 
nature they appear to poſſeſs? But I will 
always keep you in my imagination, and 
if any one I wiſh to love does not, in 
every reſpect, reſemble my dear Mifs 
Chetwyn, I will ſtrive to drive them from 
my thoughts; won't that be the beſt mes 
thod in the world!“ 8 ue. 


i4 
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+08 Engaging little flatterer ! what un- 
anſwerable arguments do you oppoſe to 
my reſtrictions! goodneſs is certainly at- 
traflive, and deſerving of affection at 
every age. All I can add is, that you 
will ever have my prayers, that heaven 
may teach you to diſcern ſterling merit 


H 4 fiom 
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I52 
from that ſoperficial droſs, which tos 
often dazzles our eyes, and miſleads our 

hearts,” 


Here we were interrupted by the ar- 
rival of Mrs. Groveby, who ſaid, ſhe bad 
ſeen the carriage of Doctor Lovegold 
coming up the road as ſhe was feeding 
her turkies in the paddock, and ſenſibly 
begged our pretty Care would expreſs 
no repugnance to going with him, as 
that would, probably, excite his. diſplea- 
ſure, and prompt him to think ſhe was 

_ diffatisfied with his conduct. 


She promiſed to be ruled by our ad- 
vice, and wiping away the falling tear, 
prepared to meet him with as much com- 
poſure as ſhe could aſſume, | 


9 42 


| Preſently the chaife ſtopt, and out 
| | | hobblcd the Doctor . Mr. 4. Gr oveby, and 
| | Clara, 
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Clara, were at the door to welcome 
him; as to me, I kept my ſtation at the 
window, from whence I could obſerve 
their mecting, and hear what paſſed. 


% Well, my pretty Clary,” giving her 
a hearty ſmack, “ I am come to fetch 
you; what -think'ſt of a huſband, girl? 
I have got one in my eye I aſſure you, 
and a lord too; won't that be better 
than feeding of poultry 2 None of your 
coxcomical gentlemen neither; hut one 
who will love you better for being 
brought up in this prudent manner. 
Hey-day ! who have we here? (direct- 
ing his eyes towards the window) ; that 
fine lady, I.hope, has not been tutoring 
you, Clary? where did you pick her up, 
Dame Groveby ? had I known you, had 
ſuch a viſitor, I ſhould haye fetched my 
girl ſooner! L? * 
©. Poor 
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Poor Clara looked frightened to death; 
while the good woman replied, © it was 
# young lady, who came to refide in the 
country a- few months for die benefit 
of her health; and by that time | they, 
reached the Hall. 0 


' The old wen looked at me __ 
Is grands yeux; and throwing himfelf- 
into an arm chair, began to be very 
profuſe of bis interrogatories, which not- 
being willing to interrupt, I immediately 
withdrew-z and, ſoon: after, the ſweer 
girl came weeping to my room. 


I am going, my dear Mi Chetwyn, 
ſaid ſhe, ſobbing piteouſſy; © my uncle 
wilt not let me ſtay another night. He 
feems quite angry to find ſuch an amia- 


dle addition to the family: he ſays, my- 


lard ſomebody (1 don't know whe, bus 
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de is to be my huſband) won't like me. 
if I have any fine lady's aits; that L 
muſt have no wiſhes, but to pleaſe him. 
and rejoices that I have been brought 
up in the country, as he ſays that very 
_ eircumſtance will make my fortune. for 
the gentleman (my Lord I mean) would 
not, for the world, have a wife that 
has had a- modern education; and ſays + 
that the innocence of a young girl, who 
can neither read nor write, is more 
pleaſing to him than all the learning in 
the world; for women that know too 
much are ever ſtudy ing. ſome miſchief to 
deceive their huſbands, and their guar- 
dians. He ſays- too, that when I am 
married, I ſhall have a carriage and ſer- 
vants; but I muſt never want to go outy x 
unleſs my lord is wieh me; for the 
world abounds with young men, who 
are always. inventing ſome ſcheme for 
5 H. 6 | the-- 
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the deſtruction of the innocent; and 
even to look at, or ſpeak to them, would 
ſet his heart againſt me. Did you ever 
hear any thing like it? I am ſure I wiſh 
he would not let me be married at all; 
I had much rather ſtay all my life at 
farmer Grovebys ; for if I do any thing 
that don't pleaſe him, perhaps I may be 
mut up in ſome old caſtle,” as the poor 
queen of Denmark was. I have heard a 
great many people ſay, ſhe did nothing 
but ſpeak kindly to ſome agreeable gen- 
tlemen; and how is it poſſible to be croſs 
with thoſe who are not croſs to us? 


She might have talked for ever with- 
out interruption; for I was fo diſtreſt at 
the idea of ſuch innocence and beauty 
being ſacrificed to the mercenary views 
of an avaricious guardian, that I would 
have given the world to have been of a 
* 


„ 
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ſex that might attempt her reſcue from 
ſuch unworthy hands; but I was per- 
mitted only to expreſs my ſeuſations by 
my tears, for before I eould aſſume ſuf- 
ficient compoſure to ahſwer her, ſhe was 
informed her cloaths were packed, and 
the muſt inflantly fer off 


We embraced in filent eloquence ; but 
before the dear girl looſed me from her 
arms, ſhe ſaid ſoftly (as if afraid of be- 
ing overheard, though none were near 
us), I will write, N Chetwyn, if poſ- 
 fibly I can; I know you will be glad to 
hear from your poor Clare, and when I 
am married, we may, perhaps, ſee each 
other; for if it is ſo very dangerous to 
ſpeak to men, ſurely, my lord cannot be 
angry at my loving you, and if he 
ſhould, I cannot help it, for I muſt love 
you though they killed me.” 


She 
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She was again called, and after anos 
ther affectionate embrace, I reſigned her 
to Mrs. 'Grovedy, who was waiting to 

> attend her to the chaiſe, and the poor 
woman (though deficient of thoſe finer 
feelings, which ferve to enhance both 
our joys and griefs) ſeemed little leſs af. 
Soil at the Wen p than ourſelves. 


1 win nen ay. de Laura, 
that ſince the departure of chis lovely 
girl I have found my 'time paſs very 
heavily, a proof how neceſſary is ſociety 

to the happineſs of our life. The ſnarl« 
ing miſanthropiſt may argue how he 
will; but the {ſweeteſt retirement which 

the hands of art and nature ever yet 
produced, muſt be irkſome, unlefs it 
centains fome fellow ſoul, ro whom we 
ean communicate the ſatisfactions it ex- 
cites... It.is true, the converſe of my lits - 
> ; thes- 


thn. 
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tie pupil did not anſwer all the ends for- 
which ſociety- is: defirable, becauſe ber 
mind was leſs intelligent than thofe who- 


have been bred in the world; but in- 


the culture of it, I found more ſatisfac- 
tion than its poſſible to express. 


Mrs. Groveby is too much engaged in 
her domeſtic- avecations, to paſs much 
of her time with me, and was-the not 
(though a well'meaning woman), is no - 
companion for your Hurriot; Fam there- 
fore left wholly to myſelf, and my whole 
ſource of intellectual amuſement, ſince- 
the loſs of my engaging pupil, will net · 
always preſerve me from ennui.* | 8 


IJ wander up and down theſe" fertile 
paſtures as diſconſolate as our firſt pa- 
rent, before heaven beſtowed on him a- 

companion in his ſolitude y and one. off 

STS .*< my; 
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my own ſex, poſſeſſed of thoſe happy diſ- 
politions which help to inſpire mutual 
friendſhip, would be to me an acquiſition , 
quite as valuable as was that gift to 
bim; for living with thoſe whoſe man- 
ners and ideas form ſuch a contraſt to 
our own, is in many reſpects as diffatiſ- 
factory as being in a country with the 
language of which we are LION unac- 


quainted. 


How goes the world? is Harriot Pel- 
ham quite forgotten? Methinks I ſhould 
like to take a peep into a certain draw- 
ing-room, to ſee who fills the vacant 
ſeat of your abſent friend, and more to 
peep into the mind of him who drove 
her from it. Muſt the ſtings of remorſe 
never wound him? Think you, when his 
dejected Caroline mentions the poor fugi- 
| five, and with a bgh regrets her loſs, 
: muſt 
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muſt not eonſcious guilt make him turn 
appalled, when he beholds the portrait 
of a tender father recommending to his 
_ tenderneſs and protection the helpleſo 
orphan (the family piece 1 allude to, 
finely executed by Weſt, you know, hangs 
_ Juſt oppoſite the place where he uſually 
fits) ? What a field for ſelf-reproach muſt ir 
not afford when be reflects, that, inſtead 
of protecting, he has ſought to deſtroy 
but minds like his are incapable of re- 
flection, nor feel remorſe till the accom- 
pliſhment of their crimes brings peni - 
rence too late; if he repents, its be- 
cauſe he has not filled the meaſure of his 
guilt, and grieves to think he has 11 


but * a villain. 


: Where'i is that a candour which 
uſed to adorn her Harriet? aſks the 
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judge. Alas ! my love, the intended 
injury riſes ſo freſh to my imagination, 
that every indignant paſſion fills my heart ! 
What have I not loſt by the cruel plot 
he had ſo artfully formed againſt my 
Honour ! the ſociety of the friends moſt 
dear to me, and the flattering hopes on 
which I had built. my future -happineſs ; 
Day, probably, the eſteem of thoſe whoſe 


good opinion I find myſelf molt. ambi- 


tious to preſer ve. 


. | Height! hol. but 1 mut try to dif. 


ſipate this depreſſion (which mavgre all 


the efforts of my native cheerfulneſs, will 


hover round my heart), and afſume a 


more placid air, leaſt the good people of 
the houſe ſhould think me diſſatisfied with 
their conduct, which, to do them ſtrict 


juſtice, cannot be more attentire. 


What. 
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What on earth can have wrought, this 
ſudden change I did not find this weight 
upon my ſpirits a few days ſince; it 
ſurely muſt originate from the loſs of 
Clara. I believe I muſt take the advice 
of Mrs. Groveby, and cultivate an ac- 
quaintance with ſome of the neighbour- 
ing families: there are (as ſhe tells me) 
fome agreeable young ladies at the Par: 
ſonage, and they do not by their extere 
nal appearance diſgrace the encomium; 
for I was laſt Sunday at church, and, as 
they ſat in tho adjoining ſeat, had op- 
WY to RA: wy obſervatians- : * 
n 7 N 6 | 

They dene Ae Ws Conde _ yances 
towards an intimacy which I have hitherto 
declined ;; but in future believe I ſhall 
be leſs reſerved, for the preſervation of 
our ſocial qualities depends on ſomes 
times exerciſing them, As I ſhall repoſe 
iT; na. 


. poſſidly* reſult from a caltivation df their 


tobe written in female characters. Tſhould 


have liked much to have known from 
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no confidence in them, no danger can 


acquaintance, and it will at leaſt ferve 
to deverſify the ſeene . no 0 
WG a enſue, jy | 


LY 
2 


- I Was very near n to mention 
u particular circumſtance, which haps 
pened yeſterday; the poſtman, who calls 
Here twice a week for letters, had a 
large packet in his hand, and among 
the reſt I obſerved one addreſſed to the 
Honourable Edwin Solnes ; it appeared = 


hence it came; but I thought it would 
appear ſtrangely inquiſtive to aſk the 
man, beſides, perhaps, he might not 
know. I wonder whether Miſs Laſcell 
is any where in this part of the country, 
it might be from her; I think you ſaid 

in 
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in a former letter, that \ſheappeared apxi- 
ous:to engage his attention; her endea- 
vours: may have been ſucceſsful, and a 
cotreſpondence cbmmenced in conſe: 
quence of à reciprocab attachment be- 
tween them; if not from her, it certainly 
mas from a, tady. I confeſs, ſo pte valent 
ia curioſity, I ſhould: like much to know 

perhaps, my dear, you may hear if any 
engagements of a tender nature are on 
foot between the parties abovementionedʒ 
or in any other family; not that it is in 
the leaſt intereſting, only I ſhould like to 
know ;: foe if - hel is in this part of the 
world, you know it would be neceſſany 
I ſhould avoid her, leaſt ſhe (ſhould make 
mention of having ſeen me, and by that 
means lay a foundation for the diſcovery 
of my retreat. 


AA . Write 
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Write to me ſoon, that's my deareſt 
girl, and tell me all you can to amuſe 
my ſolitary hours. I am impatient to 
learn” that my ſiſter has recovered ther 
tranquillity, that every thing but the 
preſence of your - Harriet conſpires to 
make her happy; in ſhort, I wiſh to 
know a'thouſand things of which your 
pen can alone inform me. Write ſoon 
then, my Laura, if you would ſpeak 


peace to the oppreſſed heart of 


Your abſent friend, 


' 3 


wich Hanzwor Prunus 


LE T. 


THE DUPED GUARDIAN 167 


I ET TER VI, 


 Lapy LaunA AurxIA to Miss | 
PELHAM. 


J 


Saville Row, ] 


H! Harriat'! Harriot ! is it come 

to that? And will you condeſcend 
to on yourſelf ſo frail as to be actuated 
by curiofity? Humble girl! what aſtoniſh- 
ing humility do you aſſume? No, no-, 
it cannot poſſibly be intereſting to you 
with whom the agreeable Edwin holds a 
correſpondente ; yet you would like to 
know; yes, I do not doubt it: how in- 
n ſome people diſcloſe their 
ſecrets? 
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ſecrets? You are ex penſeroſo too, and 
can't tell why, unleſs it is becauſe you 
have loſt your pupil; but Laura An- 
trim, far more diſcerning tham your lady- 
ſhip, at once divines the cauſe. Why 
faith and troth (as my good Martha 
ſays), you. have loſt your heart, child, 
and that is by. far the moſt affecting loſs 
of the two, not but I fincerely ſympa- 
thiſe with you on the loſs of the former, 
2s I think it is a misfortune which may 
not be ſo eaſihj remedied as the latter; 
for one beart in exchange for another 
at any time makes up the vacancy ; but 
2 companion, ſuch as the pretty Clara, 
* not to _— be: rained. an 


» Bb bat das FR let me FRY at 
you. bay Lmuſt, whether you give me. 
Leave or not. What an idea! the flip- 


Pant inelegant Bub Loſcells, rival” the 
6 amiable 
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amiable accompliſhed Harriot Pelham {! 
where was your vanity, when thoſe hum- 
ble fears eſcaped. you? or, rather, where 
was your exalted ideas of Edwin flown, 
when you ſuppoſed him ſo indifferent 
a connoiſſeur in merit, as to prefer a 
mind as inferior to yours as droſs to ſilyxer; 
a perſon, which even the beauty · giving 
taper (ſo advantageous as its allowed to 
be to women and to linen) cannot ir- 
radiate beyond the moſt inferior claſs of 
charmers; for what is a pretty face de- 
void of ſenſibility ? a plain one illumined 
by expreſſion, and good ſenſe has far 
more chance to gain eſteem and admi- 
ration. | | 


Was it in my nature to be cruel, I- 
would puniſh you for attempting to con- 
ceal what you have fo prettily blundered 
bout; but at a diſtance, which would not 
Vol. os I admit 
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admit of an eclairciſement till another 
poſt. T cannot have the reſolution to 
ſport with your felicity ; therefore, my 
dear Harriot, reſt eaſy on the ſubject of 
Miſs Laſcells ; ſhe is here, and, what is 
ſtill a more pleaſing piece of intelkgence, 
is juſt as far from having made the de- 
fired impreſſion on the heart of your 
Adonis, as when the firſt began the at- 
tack ; the poor fellow, I believe, has loſt 
| bis feelings, for nothing here ſeems to 
affect him; the vacant ſtare and fre- 
quent ſigh ſeems to ſpeak him totally 
devoid of thought, or that his thoughts 
are at a diſtance, perhaps wandering 
from place to place unknowing where 
to fix. I ſhould like to be their pilot; 
but, as mum is the word, I muſt for the 
preſent reſtrain my good-natured pro- 
penſions. Neyertheleſs, though not per- 
"mitted to be his phyſician, I ſometimes 
take 
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take the liberty de lui tater le pous, and 
generally find it beat towards a certain 
fair recluſe, who has lately ſhewn ſtrong 
ſymptoms 'of the jaundice, but whoſe 
diſorder will I flatter myſelf abate, when 
my preſcriptions come to hand. 


Tn the firſt place, ſhe is deſired to call 
vanity to her aid, and till a rival ſome- 
thing more formidable appears upon the 
liſts, - believe that her image ſtill main» 
rains its place in the heart ſhe wiſhes to 
reign, In the next, ſhe may reſt aſſured, 
that general opinion has no weight upon 
a candid mind ; the mildewing breath of 
ander, thosgh blown ever fo ſtrong 
againſt her faireſt fame, affects not thoſe 
who are as much acquainted with her 
worth as Edwin Solmes and Laura Au- 
trim; and, in the laſt, ſhe is defired to 
baniſh all uneaſineſs relative to a certain 
12 correſpon- 
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correſpondence. As Miſs Solmes is on 
a. viſit ſomewhere in the country, and 
the letter alluded to is certainly from 
her ; my next may, perhaps, inform you 
where, but for the preſent let this reſtore 
your ſpirits. 


N 

I have the moſt diverting piece of news 
to acquaint you with: ſuch a marriage 
on the tapis! I am ſure you would not 
gueſs the parties this twelvemonth : nay, 
how ſhould you, fince I, who am going 
to inform you of it, know but one of 
them myſelf more than from deſcription, 
but that will ſerve to convince you of the 
abſurdity of the alliance. Only ſuffer 
imagination to preſent to us the idea of 
an old, worn- out, emaciated figure of ſe- 
venty, united to a blooming child hardly 
eſcaped from her nurſery, and who, for 


the ſake 2 being thought a woman, 
gladly 
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gladly reſigns her leading ſtrings for the 
chains of Hymen. Such I am informed 
is the intended of my ridiculous guardian, 
Does not ſenſibility ſhudder at ſuch an 
union? How pitiable the poor young crea- 
ture, whom ſimplicity, or probably the au- 
thority, of ſome avaricious parent preci- 
pitates into ſuch an unnatural marriage 
To be reſigned to the cold earth, and lite- 
rally worm-eaten, I think, would be of 
the two a fate more deſirable than that 
of being worm; eaten living with a title 
annexed ; bur, jeſting aſide (or you, will 
think this avowal more for the ſake of 
the pun than the real ſentiments of my 
heart), I ſeriouſly think, let me be in 
what ſphere I would, the addreſſes of any 
amiable private character, who poſſeſſed 
juſt a ſufficiency to live on, would be 
more flattering to my vanity, and deſerve 
a greater ſhare of my attention, than a 

I 3 titled 
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' titled lover of Lord Wormeaten's de- 
icription ; for one compliment paid to. 
my underſtanding would. be more agree- 
ably received than millions paid to my 
perſon; ard what proof of being thought 
devoid of ſenſibility greater than that of 
harbouring a belief that wealth and mag- 
nificence would be accepted as an 0 
logy f for youth and. merit. 


Of what diſpoſition, what family, or- 
what fortune, is her ladyſhip in expec- 
tancy 1 cannot tell ; but from what I can 
Farn of his lordſhip, ſhe is very young, 
very prudent, and quite a contraſt in every 
reſpe@ to the preſent modern race of 
females, nay, quite a contraſt to your 
Laura; and for fear I ſhould endeavour 
to inculcate more faſhionable propen- 
ſions on her inexperienced mind, it is a 
determined point that. I ſhould never ſee 

her; 
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her 3 to which end, he has very gen- 
teelly deſired me to accommodate. myſelf 
' with ſome other friend till the arrival of 
that period, when Mr. Mangfeld is to ab- 
dicate his reign, and my ladyſhip take 
poſſeſſion of the family Manſion, 


All this I have very ſubmiſſively con- 
deſcended to; but aſſured him, in terms 
of the ſevereſt raillery, that I would be 
the firſt to congratulate Lady Wormeaten 
on. her marriage, and do my endeayour 
to convince her of her ſuperior happineſs 
(as well as prudence) to moſt young 
women of the age, in being united to a: 
man who maſt have outlived all reliſh 
for diſſipation, and conſequently would 
prove the moſt domeſtic agreeable help- 
mate ſhe could poſſibly have ſelected; 
and that, ſhould ſhe happen to be unac- 
quainted with proper rules for nurſing 

14 the 
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the 'gont, I would explore all the pub- 
lications on the ſubject, that T might be 
able to inform her how to ſix it to her 
own advantage, and, by a regular mode | 
of practice, remove it from the extremi- 
ties to the ſtomach, that ſhe might have 
an opportunity of diſplaying her con- 
jugal affection to her dying lord, and 
when that ceremony was h-a-p-p-i- ly 
over, and the dignity of dowager added 
to her' other honours, I would extend 
my good-nature ſtill further in convincing 
her (of what experience I truſted would 
by that time have taught her), that a 
young huſband was as neceſſary to obli- 
terate the remembrance of an old one, 
as ſweatmeats to children after medicine; 
for the better obtaining of which, a new 
edition of the whole art of coquetry (a 
book I had always by me) ſhould be en- 


* at her ſervice, or (as during the 
intervals 


THE DUPED GUG@D1AN. 177 


intervals of the -gout, ſhe might pro- 
bably find ſufficient leiſure for reading, 
for want of better amuſement) ſhe ſhould 
be welcome to the peruſal of it before 
hand, that, by previouſly accuſtoming 
herſelf to the ſtudy, the practice might 
become eaſy. 


© You may ſpare your eloquence, on 
the ſubject, Madam,” replied the old 
Grecian frowning, and biting his lips, 
« for I ſhall take care that no oppor- 
tunity offers of your inſtructing my wife 
either in the theory or practice ef thoſe. 
arts you ſo kindly recommend. Lady 
Wormeaten will aſſociate with none of ye, 
for, if true, that one diſſipated character 
will infe& a multitude, it is impoſſible 
that one virtuous woman thrown among 
a multitude ſhould eſcape the general 
. ; the will, as you fay, find ſuf- 
T's: ficient 
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ficient amuſement at home, and ſhould: 
any leifure hours. occur, inſtead of the 
art of coquetry, I ſhall recommend to 
her peruſal what (as a guardian} I would 
wiſh your ladyſhip to attend to, the 
whole duty of waman;. a ſtudy far more 
beneficial than any you can recommend, 
tzll the practice of r has engaged 
more of your attention.“ 


A capital ſtroke of retaliation that; 
was it not? but, however, quite in- 
ſufficient to ſilence me on the ſubjeQ ;. 
for at an age when wiſdom is expected 
to accompany the hoary head, it is abo- 
_ wigable to think of a man's rendering 

himſelf ſo. ridiculous ; beſides, it will. 
blaſt all the expectations of. his ami- 
able nephew, who was ever too great a 
favourite of mine, io think of his being 
diſinherited. without feelivg, myſelf in- 

ſpired 
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ſpired with the warmeſt indignation. 
Charles, I hear, is returned from his 

travels, but has not yet made his ap- 

pearance in town; how will he be cha- 
grined to hear of his uncle's intended 
folly! I really feel for his diſappoint- 
ment. Lhave ſeveral times been tempted - 
to aſ Sir Hugh Blandon ſome quſtions 
concerning bim (you know they were 
ever boſom friends); but I know not 
how it is, that man ever treats me with 
ſuch diſtant reſpect, almoſt bordering on 
averſion, that 1 can never have courage 
to enter into converſation with him; nay, 
L have even heard that he profeſſes to 
deſpiſe me, and, while all the world are 
pouring in their adoration publicly de- 

preciates my charms, and ſwears they 

are defaced by haughtineſs and affecta- 

tion; .was ever any thing ſo mortifytng'? - 
Wit neceflary that to be deemed agree- - 
| 1.62 able, 
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able, one ſhould always ſmile, and treat 
the male creation with a condeſcenfion 
that would render them preſuming ? 
For my part, I think, ſuch behaviour 
would be far more cenſurable; yet I 
will own ſo much have I found myſelf 
burt by theſe inveRtives, that I am ſome- 
times prompted to throw a little more 
complacency into my manners when he 
is preſent ; yet he ſtill appears to pre- 
ſerve the ſame opinion, and never con- 
deſcends to. obſerve the alteration. Aſto- 
niſking. behaviour, is it not? Why does 
he ſpeak/ of me at all? I think if he 
cannot paſs any eulogiums on me, it is 
quite unneceſſary to make me his ſub- 
jeR. I declare I ſhould take more plea- 
ſure in making this unaccountable mortal 
ſubſcribe to the general opinion of my 
Power, and then treat him with the diſ- 
dain he , than any conqueſt I could 

mak e. 


A 
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make. Oh it would be the ſweeteſt. 
piece of revenge in the world! I be» 
lieve, in order to enable me to under - 
take it, I muſt ſtudy ſome of thoſe arts in 
Which I ſo conſiderately offered to in- 
ſtruct my intended guardianneſs, for as | 
yet I have never began the practice of 
coquetry, greatly as I boaſted. of my 
knowledge in that ſcience. Don't you 
think: it would be a laudable undertak- 
ing? Do, Harriet, in your next give me 
your opinion, and tell me if you think 
he deferves a ner! fate. 


1 know it will give you pleaſure to 
— that Mrs. Hoyle begins to recover 
her . tranquillity. A few days fince, I 
paſſed the afternoon with her. Henry 
was abſent ( ſuppoſe gone to amuſe 
himſelf in the ſociety of the vile Ekoood, 
for, ſhe ſaid, he went the Hampton road). 

While 


— 
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While we were at tea, her dear Harriot, 
as uſual, became the topic: What 
could have induced you to leave her; 
where you had ſecladed: yourſelf was 
ſtill fo myſterious, that ſhe ſhould never 
be happy till it was explained; yet (con · 
tinued ſhe, dropping a tear upon her: 
hand), © I think, my dear. Lady Laura, 
could I be ſatisfied that my fiſter was hap- 
py, and had formed no im proper alliance, 
1 ſhould ceaſe to regret her abſence, 
fince it contributed to her. felicity-; but 
not to know what is become of her is 
ſo. ſhocking to reflect on, ſo expreſſive 
of ſomething wrong, that its impoſſible 
to be eafy under it. If ſhe is married, 
ſurely when ſhe comes of age, we ſhall 
ho longer remain in ſuſpenee, for her for- 
tune will certainly be demanded.” What 
are your real ſentiments, do Jou chink 


kc is or not — 
A con- 
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A conſcious. bluſh, I believe, helped 
to ſhew me leſs ignorant of the matter 
than I profeſſed to be; her penetrating 
eyes obſerved it. 


« Ahl my deareſt friend, you know 
ſomething of the poor fugitive! your 
looks ſhew you do: for- heaven's ſake, in 
pity to the feelings of an affectionate 
ſiſter, tell me only that ſhe is well, that 
ſhe has not diſgraced herſelf ;. and I. 
will defire to know no more till ſhe thinks. 
fit to make me a partieipater of her ſe- 
cret; that ſhe is virtuous, though ſhe. 
may have been imprudent, I cannot: 
doubt, or you would not hold a cor- 
reſpondence with her: do tell . me that 
' (aid ſhe. again, with the moſt: beſeech-.. 
ing looks), and I, ſhall eſteem yon, if 
poſſible, ſtill more than I ever yet have 
done, and, if you requeſt it, I will not 

EIN even: 
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exen mention my ſatisfaction to M. 
Hoyle.” 


Who could reſiſt ſuch pleadings from 
one ſo ſincerely intereſted in your hap- 
pineſs ? Forgive me, Harriot, for I could 
not; but do not alarm yourſelf; I only 
mentioned in general terms, © that in a 
letter you had favoured me with, I had 
been informed that you was well, bad 
formed no conneQions of the tender 
kind, or at preſent meant to do; that, 
from motives of prudence, you was not 
permitted to reveal you had torn your - 
ſelf from her ſociety, and meant for 
ſome time to continue 1n ſolitude ; the 
truth of this I aſſured her ſhe might rely 
on, as I was perfectly acquainted with 
your ſituation, though engaged not to 
reveal it; and that you regularly received 


the remittances ariſing from you little 
| annuity 
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annuity through my hands, which, in the 
retired manner in which you lived at pre- 
ſent, anſwered all your wants. More I 
begged ſhe would not defire to know, 
but that I truſted would be ſufficient to 
reſtore her ſerenity ; the only addition 
I could make, as a further ſatisfaction to 
her, was, that I had ſtrong reaſon to be- 
lieve your retreat in a great meaſure 
originated from your wiſhes to avoid the 
| perſecutions. of à diſagreeable lover.“ 
She appeared perfectly ſatisfied. with 
this, and begged me to intreat you would, 
through my means, command her purſe 
whenever an addition to your little in- 
come became neceſſary, which ſhe avers 
it is impoſſible you ſhould ſubſiſt on, not 
having the leaſt idea that you have taken 
up your reſidence in fo diſtant a part of 
the world, where the proviſions of life 
e | | ate 


4 
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are purchaſed for a ſum ſo moderate a8 
. — a year. / 1 


| I Wink, my . I have nothing now 
left to inform you of, but that your 
penſioners are well; but all my atten- 
tions cannot entirely conſole them for 
your abſence. The little artificial floriſt 
wiſhes for Miſs Pelham hourly ; her 
friendly counſels and advice, ſhe ſays, 
would determine ber how to act in the 
moſt important buſineſs of her life: her 
innocence and beauty have attracted the 
attention of a young nobleman, who has 
made her an honourable proffer of his 
hand and title; but, though ſhe owns 
herſelf attracted by his merit, delicacy, 
and a natural diffidence of her own, has 
hitherto prompted her to refuſe him, 
from a conciouſneſs that her want of 


proper embelliſhments to adorn fuch # 
cank 
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rank in life will render her unhappy un- 
der it; ſhe has ventured to hint to him 
her objections, at the ſame time acknow- 
ledging herſelf ſenſible of the honour and 
happineſs ſuch. an union would. confer 
on her, had ſhe been formed by educa- 
tion for ſuch an exalted ſtate z and as 
there is no difficulties a lover will not 
attempt to ſurmount, he honours her the 
more for thoſe delicate ſeruples; and, to 
obviate them, propoſes that immediately 
after they have received the nuptial be- 
nediction, they ſhould fet out for the. 
Continent, and there acquire all thoſe 
accompliſhments ſhe thinks neceſſary be- 
fore ſhe is introduced to his family, and, in 
the mean time, will provide generouſly for 
her mother, or make her the companion 
of their tour, which ever pleaſes her 
beſt. 2 


A 


fure, and receives the little proofs of 


gulate her conduct. 
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All this generoſity to a little obſcure 
girl of ſixteen, who has hitherto endea- 
voured to ſupport herſelf and ancient 
parent on the produce of her own 
hands, one would ſuppoſe ſufficient to 


have fet her reaſon ſtraying; but no 


ſuch thing, not an aſſuming air, not 
an ornament more than uſual ; ſhe til} 
works with her accuſtomed compo- 


Iiberality I beſtow on her with as 
much humility as before his lordſhip's 
offers ; nor would on any conſideration 
receive the moſt trifling preſents from 
his hands, till ſhe had conſulted me on 
the ſubject, being, as ſhe gracefully ex- 


preſſed herſelf, the only friend now ſhe 


had loſt Miſs Pelham, by whoſe advice 
the could with ſafety and ſatisfaction re- 


Tou 
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You may think, my dear, I did not 
heſitate in perſuading her to accept this 
noble offer, when I had fully aſſured 
myſelf that his lordſhip was really the 
character he profeſſed to be; and, as ſe- 


cret preparations are now making for 


their nuptials, my next, I ſuppoſe, will 
inform you that ſhe is Lady L ; 
an event I am ſure you will rejoice in, 
as I know you agree with me in thinking, 


that a mind ſo elevated cannot diſgrace 


the moſt exalted ſphere of life. | 


As my letter appears to be of a ſuf- 
ficient length, I ſhall add no more at 
| preſent, but leave you to make your 
own comments upon the ſubject; for as 
much may be ſaid both for and againſt 
_ unequal marriages, I might probably en- 
ter into a labyrinth, from which I ſhould 


not very eaſily extricate myſelf; ſhall, 


therefore, 
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therefore, - bid my Harriot adieu, with 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of that unaltera- 
ble friendſhip, which neither time nor 
abſence can diminiſh in the heart of 


LAURA Arn 


LETTER N. 


The Honourable CnARLES Lorrugts 
to SIR 22 BLANDON. 


Waldron Place, 


PARE thy admonitions, Hugh, the 
KI fate of Charles Luttrell is unaltera- 
"bly fixed, and Clara Aubry its ſole arbi- 
«treſs. As ſoon as I arrived here, I made 


_ 3 enquiries concerning the fa- 
mily 
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mily of Doctor Lovegold, and learnt that 


he was uncle and guardian to my charmer, 


who TI find is heireſs to an immenſe for- 
tune; which, if report ſpeaks true, he 
means to appropriate to his own peculiar 
ſervice, and diſpoſe of his lovely ward 


to the firſt perſon who will ie | 


223 damn | 


This intelligence gained; I informed 
my friend Waldron of the ſituation of my 
heart, and craved his affiſtance in form- 
ing a plan for wy introduition” into ** 
„ | 


After a dozen {homes propoſed, and 
as many rejected, it was agreed that L 
ſhould introduce myſelf as a patient; 
but as the Doctor is not a little oſtenta- 
tious of his medical ſkill, much art was 
required in the proceſs, and it was with 


7 _ 
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much difficulty we could hit upon an 
expedient that would anſwer the end 
* NG n en his —— 


When we had ned: on ha ch er 
was to aſſume, I put on a conſumptive 
face, and repairing to an inn in the 
neighbourhood, ordered my ſeryants to 
give out that I was a gentleman of af- 
fluent fortune, who was thought to be 

in the laſt ſtage of a decline, and as 
change of air was the only remedy from 
which there were any hopes of relief, 
had fixed upon R-—, as the ſpot I 
| Judged moſt ſalutary. 


The next morning I began my opera- 
tions by taking a walk near the Doctor's 
grounds, and by a well-feigned fatigue, 
juſt as I paſſed the houſe, procured an 


invitation from the houſekeeper to reſt 
7 myſelf 
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myſelf on a garden-chair, while ſhe very 
bumanely ran to acquaint her maſter, 
that a ſick gentleman had ſtrolled that 
way, and the had prevailed ou him 0 
reſt himſelf i in the 1 | 


1⁰ thoſe who are ever watching for 
a fee, nothing is ſo grateful as the ſound 
of illneſs: the Doctor huddled off his 
night-cap, threw on his medical canon, 
and was with me in an inſtant, 


ug My dear Sir, I am 2 to find you 
in this languid ſtate ; you have over- fa 
tigued yourſelf, I fear: can I affiſt you 
with my advice? my houſe is at your ſer- 
- vice, and every aſſiſtance you think ne- 
ceſſary: no one has a greater feeling for 
the miſeries of human life, or, though 1 
ſay it, greater abilities to relieve them.” _ 

Vor. I. K | «JT do 
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„ do not doubt it, Sir; it was that 

information which led me this way, and 
to your ſkill, as a phyſician, am happy 
to find you unite the tenderneſs of a 
friend; but I could not reach any fur- 
ther, and, ſinking under the fatigue of 
my walk, ſhould have fainted, had not 
this ſeat preſented itſelf. I am going, 
Door ; nothing, I fear, can fave me, 
for death makes haſty | ſtrides to ſeize 
his prey; a little longer, and I ſhall be 
at reſt,” 


>" Do not alarm yourſelf, Sir; not fo. 
bad as that I hope, though fir gone, . 
far gone, indeed! come, lean upon my 
arm; with God's aſſiſtance we may yet 
perform miracles. Run, Betty, and tell 
Clara to ſmooth the ſopha, and get ready 
the drops, for 2 Hick geatleman is or 


ig — erg .* 
{ | 0. Lord, 
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out of her wits ; you had better let me 
tell her to go up ſtairs; I can aſſiſt you 
well enough ; for ſhe is ſo timorous, ſhe 


will only do more harm than good; ſhe 
had like to have fainted this morning 
only at ſeeing Will the gardener tumble 
from the ladder as he was gathering 


ſome grapes. 


4 Hold your nonſenſe, woman, ſhe 


muſt 'be cured of theſe childiſh fears 


gos and do as I bid you.” 


Honeſt Betty then hobbled in, and the 
fick gentleman, ſupported between the 


Doctor and his ſervants, was conducted 
to the parlour, where, in due form, he 
was laid upon the ſopha, and the beauti- 
ful Clara commanded to bring the /el 
F0ignant, and apply it to his noſe; 


K 2 The 


195 
* Lord!” Sir, Miſs will be frighted 


&\ 
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The ſweet girl approached, trembling; 
while 1 (though hardly able to contain 
my tranſports at the ſight of ber) was 
conſtrained to continue the deception, 
and, affecting to be ſtill worſe, ſunk back 
upon the pillow, and ſuffered them to 
apply whatever remedy they thought 
Proper for my recovery. 


c Poor gentleman !” ſaid the inno- 
cent creature, how pale he looks! do, 
dear Sir, tell me what I ſhall do to bring 
him to himſelf !.I am afraid he will die! 
ſhall I rub his temples with ſome of the 
drops? When people faint, it ſometimes 
does them good.” And ſhe inſtantly 
pouted ſome into her hand, and began 
to apply it with a tenderneſs that was 
quite inchanting. 


reer 
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By degrees I thought proper to re- 
cover, but not till ber lovely hands had 
tenderly chafed mine, and every effort 
had been uſed for my recovery; I then 
endeavoured to raiſe myſelf on the ſo- 
Pha, and tried to articulate my thanks 
for their attentions, The good young 
lady too came in for her ſhare of ac- 
knowledgements; hoped I had not 
alarmed her by my fainting, and begged 
ſhe would nor trouble herſelf any fur- 
wer, 25 1 Saad myicir much amended, 
and would try to walk back to my inn, 


after I had been favoured with the 


Doctor's preſcription ; for 1 had the 
higheſt opinion of his ſkill, and ſhould 
henceforth reſign myſelf to his direc- 
tions: this was accompanied with a fee, 
and the worthy Doctor, no doubt, con- 


gratulating himſelf on his good fortune, 


in having fo accidentally ſtumbled on a 
K 3 fat 
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fat patient, immediately began to pre- 
ſcribe with a gravity and diſcernment 
that did honour to his judgement. 


451 was ſuppoſed to be in more than 
a trotting conſumption, the medicines 
uſually preſcribed for that diſorder were. 
prudently recommended, and the air of 
R—=—, as moſt conducive to his own in- 
rereſt, was proncunced the moſt ſalutary 
in the world for perſons in a decline; 
1 had therefore only to remain where 8 
was, and be regular in the uſe of thoſe 
powerful reſtoratives he had ordered 
me, and there was no doubt a few weeks 


would ſet me on my legs. 


This matter adjuſted, I prepared to 
take my leave, after plentifully feaſt ing 
my eyes on the charms of the lovely 


Clara, which were ſtill more heightened 
6 ey dy 
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by the emotions ſhe diſcovered at my 
nene ſufferings. U ; 


6 How happy” (ſaid I, ſurveying my 
laoguid features in the glaſs, as I was 
buttoning my great coat) * are thoſe who 
enjoy a good ſtate of health. This young 
lady, Doctor, appears to be in plentiful 
poſſeſſion of that defirable bleſſing ; her 
blooming countenance renders the pale- 
neſs of mine more conſpicuous, and 


ſer ves more to point out my danger: one 


would ſuppoſe ſhe had never a day's ill 
Heath in her life,” 


6c Alla miſtake, no ſuch: thing; the 
_ moſt puny chicken in the world, till a 
proper regimen, and the air I judged 
moſt adapted to her conſtitution, wrought 
in it a perfect change; and ſhe is now 
as . a ſubject as any in England; 


K 4 with 


— — —y—-— 
—ü— — 
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with God's aſſiſtance I hope to ſee you 
one day as healthy, if you abide by my 
directions. Eh! Clary, what think'ſt 


thee, child; your uncle is no bungler of 
a pbyſician, is he? This gentleman may 
Jet bleſs the day he came among us“ 


That I do already moſt fincerely 
(thought I, while the ſweet girl replied), 


_ © I hope he will, Sir; I am ſure, 1 
ſhould be glad to ſee him better; for, 
indeed, he looks moſt ſhockingly.” 


« No great compliment to your perſon, 
whiſpered vanity, imp, replied I, 
«* ſo I appear an intereſting figure in her 
eyes, it is ſufficient for the preſent, If 
ſhe pities me in illneſs, ſhe will * me 
in the bloom of health.” 


So 
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So much for my viſit introductory: 
and naw let me proceed to inform you 
what beneſit has ſinee acerued from it. 


The next evening [ called again, and 
was informed che Doctor was om 
| home. 


No matter, I am in 10 hurry, I can 
wait till he returns. 


Mrs. Betty then conducted me to the 
parlour, where ſat my angel buſied at 


ber work: the moment the door open- 


ed, ſhe flew to ſmooth the ſopha, and 
expreſſed her ſorrow that her uncle was 
abſent; then caſting on me a look of 
the tendereſt concern, begged I would 
reſt myſelf till he came; for ſhe was 
fure I muſt be very tired with walking 
fo far in ſuch a languid Rate. 


K 5 I need 
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. I need not tell you that her elo- 
quence prevailed. I placed myſelf on 
the ſopha, and (for the pleaſure of re- 
ceiving it from her ſweet hand) com- 
plained of being a little faintiſh, and 
ſaid, a glaſs of water, with a few drops 
in it, I thought would do me good. 


f She inſtantly flew to get the water, 
and was going to add the drops ; but 
- fearing to make a miſtake, as ſhe did 
not ſeem to underſtand the labels, taſted 
each bottle as ſhe reached it down, My 
fears for her ſafety at once obliterated 
all ideas of the ſick part I was acting, 
and jumping from the ſopha, I catched 
the third bottle from her bands juſt as 
ſhe was about to raife it to her lips, and, 
telling her I was better, and could dq 
without, begged ſhe would not trouble 


herſelf ro ſgek for them. Alarmed at 
the 


THE DUPED GUARDIAN, 203 


the ſuddenneſs of the action, and think- 
ing my patience was exhauſted, ſhe ſhed a 
bluſh of the deepeſt dye, and, witha tear of 
nn trembling in her ee replied, 


« Indeed, Sir, I think” it no trouble, 
I ſhall find it in a minute; but I have 
heard there are ſo many poiſonous'drugs, 
that I was afraid to give it you without 
taſting, for fear I ſhould make a miſtake; 
and I am ſure I ſhould never forgive my- 
a if I was to do may thing to hurt 
you.“ 


Charming ſimplicity! how I could have 
| thanked her ſor ſuch attention to my 
ſafety. 


* Your diſpoſition muſt be a very 
amiable one, Miſs, if it prompts you to 
be more careful of another's health than 


K 6 your 


. 
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your on; I am infinitely indebted to 
you- for this attention, but I hope you 
will not make a practice of runniog ſuch 
riſks, as the conſequences may be fatal 
to yourſelf, Your uncle ſhould initiate 
you into the myſteries of his ſuperſcrip- 
tions, that in caſes of neceſſity you wp 
not be liable to errors.” 


ce I will nn learn the names 
of all of them before you come again, 
Sir ; but I hope you will have no occa- 
fion for them then, as you ſeem rather 
better, I think, than you was yeſterday ; 
but my uncle | ſays, people in a con- 
ſumption are never two days alike, ſo I 
mult not flatter myſelf too much.” 


6. Would it really then give you plea- 
ſure to ſee me better, Miſs? of what a 
feeling heart muſt you be poſſeſſed, if 
it 
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it leads you thus to ſympathize in the 
fufferings of a ſtranger ] but it is not to 
the intereſt of 2 /phyfician, you know, 
that his patients ſhould get well too 
ſoon.“ 


„ So my uncle fays, Sir; but I have 
fo intreated him to make you well as faſt 
as he can, that E hope he will give you 
ſomething that will do you good, though 
it may not be ſo much to his advantage; 
for it is ſhocking to prolong people's 
miſery for the ſake of intereſt.” 


« And are you thus confiderate for 
all the Docter's patients, Miſs ? but time 
will blunt thoſe tender feelings; you have 
not been long from ſchool, 1 ſuppoſe?®? 


« No, indeed, Sir; I have never yet 
ſeen any one I felt half ſo ſorry for as 
yourſelf. 
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-yourſelf. I ſhould pity any body that 
was in pain, if I thought them ever ſo 
diſagreeable, but i its more an * 
3 Pet ne, aid 38: 


J am very happy to be among the 
number of thoſe who do not appear diſ- 
agreeable to you, Miſs; but pallid faces 
muſt by this time have become familiar 
to you, for I ſuppoſe your uncle has as 
many patients at — as out. 


1 = - 4 


1 believe ſo; but 1 hare ſcen- but 
very few, for I have not lived with him 
above a fortnight,” 


« And ſhall you continue with hiw, 
Mifs 2 or, do you return to ſchool * 


Her ſweet face was inſtantly ſuffuſed 
with a bluſh of conſcious injury, and 


reſpiring | 
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en a deep ſigh, ſhe ſaid, © ſhe ne- 
ver was at ſchool, her uncle thought a 


woman could not know too little; and 


told her, the gentleman ſhe was to marry 
would like her the better for being ig 


norant; but, for all that, ſhe could not 


be happy about it herſelf, and ſhould 
not like him half ſo well, as if he had 
perſuaded her uncle to let her learn 
what other young ladies did.“ 


% Marry!” repeated I, thunderſtruck; 
«« you are not ſurely going to be married, 
Miſs Fr 


„ Yes, indeed, I am; is there any 


harm in it, then? I am ſure I cant't bear 


the thoughts of it, for I ſhall hate to live 


with a ſtranger; and my uncle fays, 1 


muſt live with my Lord when I am mars 
ried to him.“ 


Deluded 
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Deluded innocent! No, my ſweet 


girl, there ia no harm in being married, 


if you love the man you intendto marry; 
but, if you da not, it is the greateſt crime 
in the world z but who is this Lord you 
* of 2” 


Before ths could om the Doors 
chaiſe drove up to: the door; and, deem- 
ing it moſt politic not to appear too much 
in a ſtate of convaleſcence, I affected to 
relapſe into my former langour; and, 
leaning back on the ſopha, 9 
my character a merveille. 


The moment the carriage ſtopt, the 


ſweet girl ran to inform him the ſick 


gentleman was come, and lamented her 
inability io afford him any relief, as ſhe 
could not read the fuperfcriptions: .Do 
Pray, Sir,” continued ſhe, © ſhew me how 


80 
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to diſtinguiſh them when he i is 2 = 
1 mop . Done mater ee 


The old chem quicker de 
on learning I was there, and, coming up 


to me with the utmoſt ſoleniaity,--pro- 
nounced the ſtate of my diſorder by tho 
information of my pulſez a ſagacious 
ſhake of the head ſeemed to prognoſti- 
cate, that without the utmoſt caution the 
amen D 
£11.07 ber duo di 06) Ilayligth atom 20d 

* The — won't die, will he 
Sir?” ſaid-his charming niere. I am 
fure I thought he was a great deal bet 
ter; and ſhe turned 2 
erer her concern. 


* 8 \ * 
4 0 1 0 - 4 = 
N 160 * 21 4 . a 6 , : : 


40 Tnche nor;Clery; burn an derbe 
too ſanguine; theſe night airs are no 
ways advantageous to inyalids; if the 

gentleman 
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gentleman would permit me to viſit him 
at his lodging, 1 ſbould have mort bopes, 
for in his preſent weak tate he cannot 
be * too _ regs 

As. that would 3 meits er 
any purpoſes, I told him I was convinced, 
chat, I could live no longer than while 
able to crawl into the air, therefore, 
while poſſible to walk as far as his houſe, 
I was perſuaded his preſcriptions, would 
be more effeual than if confined to my 
apartment. I muſt, therefore, in oppo- 
ju to his advice, perſevere in my even- 
ing's walks, but in every other parti- 
l n ſubmit to his en. | 


There was no 0 oppoſing this ment : : 
was a perſon in a raging. fever to per- 
ſuade themſelves that a draught of cold 
* 1 VO be of ſervice ; humanity 

could 


- 
- 
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could not refuſe it, however , contrary to 
the received. opinion of the faculty ; 
what, therefore, was to be done, but 
ſuffer me to take my own courſe ? all 
the difference was to myſelf, the Doctor 
ſtill received his fee and, whether I fol- 
lowed his preſcriptions or not, was likes 
ly to be enriched by my acquaintance, 


Without darin g to caſt a look ex- 
preſſive of my feelings (and which pro- 
bably, had I done ſo, might not have been 
underſtood by the object to whom their 
language was addreſſed), I again took 
my leave with many acknowledgments 
his kindneſs, and ſauntered back to my 
inn, meditating upon the ſubje& of her 
marriage which ſhe had ſo innocently 
informed me of. 


So intereſted did I feel myſelf in learn» 


mg further particulars, that it appeared 
do 
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to me a century tilt the enſaing night ; 
and, not able to conquer my impatience, 
the next morning, as ſoon as I had break- 
faſted, my feet inſtinctively led me to- 
wards the ſpot which contained my 
happineſs, and fortunately my lovely 
girl was — alone. 


She n * to ſee me, but 
ſtarted at a weakneſs I aſſumed in aſcend- 
Ing the ſteps, and haſtily, taking a bot- 
tle out of her pocket, held it to my 
noſe, ſaying, ©* She thought ſhe would 
not be ſo much at loſs when 1 came 
again, for on learning which was the 

fel poignant, ſhe had put it in her pocket, 
that it might be in readineſs. 


Without ſeeming to be ſenſible of her 
attentions, I ſuffered myſelf to be led 
w_ the parlour z and, as ſoon as my 

languid 
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languid limbs were repoſed upon the 


ſopha, feigned to fink into a gentle 
doe, chat I might at eaſe diſcover” what: 
ene en r.. 


When me obſerved chat my eyes were 
cloſed only by ſleep (which, doubtleſs, 
ſhe attributed to the fatigue of my walk), 
a vidble ſatisfaction beamed on her lovely 
face, and, treading with fairy ſteps, fear - 
ful of awaking me, ſhe walked to a ſeat 
oppoſite the ſopha, and took up her 
work, every now and then looking to- 
_ wards me with the moſt inquiſitive ten- 
dernels ; at length, as if ſtruck by ſud- 
den thought, ſhe haſtily aroſe, and tak- 
ing out her pocket-book, and a piece 
of paper, leant againſt the end of the 
ſopha, and began with a pencil CER: 
out 3 FR it. | | 


Bars Ln 
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I ſhould never have gueſſed the ſub- 
ject, had ſhe not appeared to be foiled 
in the attempt, and by her innocent 
expreſſions of regret diſcovered to me 
what I was ſo anxious to learn. 


< Dear! dear!“ ſaid ſhe, © how ſor- 
ry I am that I can't draw a little bet- 
ter : if Miſs Chetwyn had came ſooner to 
Broom Hill, I ſhould have been able by 
this time to have done it ; but I will try 
again; he ſeems to be in a ſweet ſleep, 
and, if it was not for the fear of diſturb- 
ing him, I would ſteal a nearer look; 
but, perhaps, he won't awake if I am 
careful ;“ and, advancing very ſoftly, ſhe 
lifted up the. handkerchief I had thrown 
over my face, and, I ſuppoſe, was about 
to make a ſecond attempt to take a like- 
neſs (but, as I dared not open my eyes, I 
could not fee her), when a rap at the 
* door 
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door diſtutbed her from the eſſay, and. 
- haſtily thruſting, the paper into her bo- 
ſom, ſhe ran ego es e in re- 
famed hes mopk-. nal ie I been ase, 
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It did not, aan 5 1 be her 
uncle, and, determined to profit by his 
_ abſence, I thought; proper to awake at 
the noiſe, and, with, a yawn of a comfort - 
able length, aſked, how long I had been 
aſleep; at the ſame time begging par- 
don for ſinking into a ſtate of inſenſibi- 
lity in her preſence, a rudeneſs, for 
which nothing but al weakneſs could 

Nis... 


7 
+} T , : 


«© You have not been dofing long,” 
ſaid ſhe; © but I bope the little you 
have had will do you good. I wiſh the 
naſty door had not diſturbed you fo 
ſoon ; for, when people are ill, I think 

they 
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they can only be cafy while they are 
alleep. Try, Sir, if you cannot com- 
poſe yourlelf again; if iy preſence pre- 
vents you, I will leave the room, and 
you can ring when you awake.” 


* Not fer the Indies, my ſweet girl! 
I could ſieep much better if you was 
by; but your uncle has been here, has 
he not? 1 dither dreamt it, or ſaw him 
writing a preſeription on the fide of che 
| ſophia.” RP. 


0 dear! no, Sir,” (ber . 


fully vermillioned), © it was me I ſuppoſe; 
for I had a bit of paper in my hand as. 


I ſtood where you ſpeak of,” 
1 Lou can write then, I fappaſe z 


« + little, indeed. A ſweet young | 


1 who came to lodge at the farm- 
houſy 
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honſe, where I was brought up, taught 
me, a little unknown to my uncle; but 


| ſoon after ſhe came, he fetched me away, 


and I ſhall never learn now, I ſuppoſe, 
as my Lord don't approve of it." 


This was the very ſubje& I wiſhed to 
enter on; and, improving the opportunity, 
I aſked her, if her marriage was really 
determined on, and how ſoon it was to 
take place, 


To the firft queſtion ſhe anſwered, 
that her uncle told her ſo; and to the 
next, that ſhe could not tell how. ſoon ; 
but his Lordſhip had feen. her three 
times, and ſeemed to be in a great hurry 
to take her away. 


J hope, however,” continued the, 
with the moſt bewitching naivete, I 
Vor. I. L ſhall 


\ 


* 
— — — —_ 


— —— 
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ſhall not be married till you are better, 
for: then there will be nobody to receive 
vou when my uncle is from home; be- 
ſides, 1 ſhould loſe the ſatisfaction of 
knowing you was well, if my Lord lives 
at a great diſtance,” 


«© hope not. But, my dear young 
lady, you ſpeak of your approaching 
marriage in terms that ſhew your heart 
to be little intereſted in it. Do you 
prefer. his Lordſhip to every other man, 
that you ſo readily acquieſce in your 
uncle's wilhes, or is it his rank that daz- 
zles you? A title does not always con- 


fer happineſs.” 


\ #4 


« No, 1 do not like him half ſo well 
as other people. He looks ſo old, and 
ſo croſs, that I am afraid to ſpeak to 


him; and he ſpeaks ſo ill-naturedly of 
3 e every-body 
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every-body younger than himſelf, that, I 
dare ſay, he will never let me even fee 
| my dear Miſs Chetwyn any more ; for, 
when I am married, I am never to go 
out without him; and what ſignifies be- 
ing a lady, if I am never to do as I 
pleaſe. If he was like you, I ſhould 
never Wiſh to go from him; for I think 
I could fit by you for ever, and not be 
tired, though you are not a lord; but to 
be ſhut up with him will make me quite 
unhappy. I wiſh he did not like me.” 


Was it poſlible to reſtrain my tranſ- 
ports, after ſuch a flattering confeſſion ? 


.I preſſed her ſoft ſaowy hand to my 
boſom, and told her, that her good opi- 
nion would be more conducive to my 
recovery than all her uncle's preſcrip- 
tions, as Since you wiſh me to live, my 

; L 2 - deax 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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dear Clara, I will try to get better; but 
if you are determined to marry this Lord, 
whom your uncle has provided for you, 
it would only be eſcaping from one 
death to die another ; for I could never 
live to ſee you ſo unhappy.” 


* 


« Do you think J Thould be fo very 
unhappy too? Then I am fure I muſt 
be ſo, for I believe all you ſay ; but 
what can I do to avoid marrying him ? 
I would do any thing in the world to 
ſave your life, though my uncle was ever 


ſo angry.“ : 


ec Marry me, my angel, and I will 
ſhelter you from your uncle's fury, and 
render you as happy as love and tender- 
| neſs can make you.” 
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A ſweet bluſt overſpread her fie; "F 
but it appeared to be the effects of joy, 
rather than confuſion ; for ſhe replied 
inſtantly, with the moſt unaſſected inno- 
cence, 


% Aye, that I would, if it was poſſi - 
ble, for I ſhould love you as well as my 
dear Miſs Chetwyn; but my uncle ſays, 
I. can't poſitively marry any one perſon 
living but my Lord; beſides, it will be a 
long, long time before you are better, 
and by that time 1 ſhall, perhaps, be 
gone.” 5 


L flatter thyſelf you will be happy to 

find that F am well now, my ſweet girl, 
nor ever was ill; but the will} of obtain- 
ing a fight of you made me aſſume the 
appearance of ſickneſs, that I might the 
L 3 eaſier 
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eaſier attain that happineſs; and I have | 
momentarily wiſhed to tell you fo.” l 


4 O dear! how happy 1 am! then 
yon won't die, though my uncle ſays you 
will, and you can marry me, inſtead of 
my Lord! Who will, in future, believe 
what he fays, when two ſuch ſtrange 
things are likely to happen? But are 
you really well? How can it be? Iam 


8 


ſure you W ſhockingly * now.“ 


* 


1 


I had no time to . the Doctor 


. was at the door; tenderly preſſing her 


hand, I could only enjoin her to ſilence 
on what had paſſed; and in a moment, 
reſuming my character, became as com- 
pleat an invalid as before this con- 
feſſion. 


The pleaſurable emotions of her ery 


were viſible on her features ; but for- 
tunately 
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tunately were obſervable. only to my- 
ſelf ; for her uncle was too much en- 
gaged, in enumerating the quantity of 
patients he had then under his care; and 
lamenting the fatigue which aroſe from 
being ſo eminent in his profeſſion, to 
pay any attention to the joy Which 
danced upon her facde. 

But though hers remained unnoticed, 
mine, at the innocent diſcovery, of her 
attachment, had thrown my whole frame. 
into ſuch a tumultuous ſtate, that though, 
well, my agitation helped to ſpeak the, 
contrary; and after undergoing the uſual 
examinations, he adviſed me to loſe a, 
little blood; for my fever was conſider- 
ably augmented, and from the difficulty 
of reſpiration, appeared to be accom- 
panied with ſome pleuritick ſymptoms. . 


L 4 It 
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It was with difficulty I reſtrainecd a 
ſmile, at the ſolemnity with which this 
was pronounced; but poor Clara, mal- 
gre all that had recently paſſed, be- 
lieved my ſtate to be literally ſuch as 
her uncle had deſeribed it; and had he 
not fortunately been called out of the 
room, would inevitably have betrayed 
me. 


T took the opportunity of his abſence 
to aſſure her, that I was never better in 
my life, and did not mean to follow his 
preſcription, and deſired her on no ac- 
eount to mention any thing relative to- 


my indiſpoſition being a feigned one; 


for if her uncle ſuſpected that it was ſo, 
he. would certainly haſten her marriage; 
and all hopes of happineſs would then be 
art air end.. 


But 
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« But will you marry me yourſelf, 
and then it won't be in his power you 
know? I ſhall be ſo glad when to · mor- 
row comes. You will then be here. 
again, ſhan't you, and'we can talk more 


about it as 


J affured her I would, and, as ſoon as 
the Doctor returned, took my leave, and 
came home to conſult you on the ſub; 
ject; for aſter all, Hugh, I am confound», 
edly at a loſs how io act: that I love thie! 


ſweet innocent beyond all human poſ- 


ſeſſions is molt certain; yet, under her 
preſent diſadvantages, to marry her would, 
in the eyes of the world; ſayour more 
of intereſt than love, though, God's my 
witneſs, her fortune is no part of my in- 
ducement, ſplendid as it is. What a 
wretch this uncle of hers |! Out of thirty 


thouſand pounds, not to have had a heart 


eden 
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even to diſburſe ſufficient to procure her 
thoſe advantages of education to whieh 
ſhe is entitled! nay, ſhe even appears not 
to be ſenſible that ſhe has any fortune, 
and fays, her uncle is continually extol- 
ling the generoſity of my Lord in taking 
her without one. 


Who my Lord is, God only knows, 
for I can learn from no one here, ſo he 
muſt pay his viſits very privately ; but 
Lam determined as privately to rob him 
of his fair prey, even though no other 
ſatisfaction was propoſed than that of reſ- 


ouing her from miſery. But how, or 


where, I ſhall diſpoſe of my ſweet prize, 


is jo to — on. 


cannot pellbiy take her to Mrs. 


Evergreens, though I am ſenſible my 


Aters would be happy to receive her; 
4e ous - for 
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for the good old Lady values herſelf ſo 
much upon her ſtri& adherence to pro- 
priety, that harbouring of a run-away 
heireſs would by no means ſuit the de- 
corum of her family. I was thinking 
of taking her to Lord Wormeaten's, where, 
under the auſpices of his amiable ward 
Lady Laura Antrim, ſhe would be ſhield-! 
ed from the ſhafts of calumny, and from 
her example gain ſome information of 
thoſe little decorums that are peculiar to 
her ſex, and never to be diſpenſed with 
in a virtuous woman. At preſent all her 
little improprieties render her more ami- 
ably intereſting, becauſe convinced that 
they reſult from the ſiacerity of her heart, 
and an uninformed mind; but not for the 
world would I take advantage of her in- 
nocence, to make a property either of her 
perſon or her fortune; with her ladyſhip, 
er ſome other worthy perſon of her own 
ſex, 


= 
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ſex, ſhe ſhall remain till time, and fome 
little knowledge of the world, has con- 

vinced her that Charles Lutirell is de- 
ſerving of her heart, and then ſhould 

{he think fit to reward his endeayours to 
ſerve her by ſuch a precious gift, whe- 
ther her guardian can be brought to con- 
ſent or not, it ſhall be accepted with the 
warmeſt gratitude; but never will he take 

ſuch an unmanly advantage of her un- 
informed mind, as to draw her into an 
alliance before time and experience has 


matured her judgement, and n 
her in her choice. 


At preſent I can fix on no fettled 


plan; but after another interview, I 


ſhall, perhaps, have hit on one: in the 
mean time, if you have a moment's lei- 
ſare write to me, and tell me how goes 
= 


, 
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on your affair de coeur. I don't know 
whether I am miſtaken or not; but from 
the portrait you have drawn of the 
<«.woman to your mind,” I fhould thin 
the lady I have juſt been mentioning had 
ſat to the painter; if ſo, you have got 
into a labyrinth, from whieh you will not 
eaſily extricate yourſelf, and ſpite of all 
your ſagacity, when you have burnt 
your wings, will be conſtrained like the 
moth to ſurrender yourſelf to the blaze; 
and after all, what can you do better 
than ſtrike your colours to a generous 
conqueror, for, if the eyes of partiality do 
not miſlead me, Hugh Blandon is not de- 
void of pretenſions even to ſuch a heart 
as that of the fair lady in queſtion, and 
once poſſeſſed of ſuch a valuable depoſit, 
there is no doubt but yous þondage 
will be rendered eaſy. 


. 


But 


by ; N * 
b , | 
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But a truce to trifling ; more 9 
\ bales muſt now employ my mind 
80 adieu till a future hour; the pre- 
ſent ones are all engaged; and, till ano- 
ther opportunity, can only add, that I 
am moſt heartily yours, though I might 
truly ſubſcribe myſelf, ſant coeur, 


| Yours, - g | | "I $ 
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